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A VEDIC STORY. 
CHAPTER I. 

ADHXR&TION. 


0 undei'stand my story, the reader must, 
'whether he he in Madras or elsewhere,, 
transplant himself in imagination toBehar, 
■He must also avail himself of the same conveyance 
, in going over, a period of about four thousand 
years,' for' I am speaking of a time when those far 
,6ff events were occurring which furnished materials 
for the composition of the TJpahishads, and which, 
we find recorded in these ancient treatise s. ’ Let 
us take our stand in the outskirts of the ancient 
city . of Jahakpur in- Mithila— let us lather fly 
about in the air on the wings of fancy around the 
city, for "bhat would give’u's a broader .outlook and 


enable us better to see What is taking place around' 
us. J anakpur — I need scarcely remind the reader 
--^was the city of the royal sage, Sajarishi, who was 
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the greatest patron of learning in ancient times 
and the friend and theological associate of the sage 
Yajnavalkya. Later legends also describe him as 
the father of Sita and the father-in-law of Bama, 
Let us, as I have already proposed, hy about in the 
air on a rather desolate plain, inte^pejsed with 
hillocks, in the outskirts of the ancient city of 
Janaka. It is a fine summer morning, the day 
only an honr-and-a-half old. We see three trav- 
ellers slowly making their way towards the city 
through the plain. All the three are tall and 
strongly built-»-very diffferent from the present 
inhabitants of 6ehar« Two of them are armed in 
'the fashion of those days, each having a bow in 
hand, a case of arrows^sl^g on the back, and, a , 
sheathed sword hanging from the waist. A single 
glance would be enough to show the class to which 
they belong — the Kshatriya. The third person, 
by the simplicity and neatness ;of his dress, the 
grave earnestness of his face, and the exqu^ite 
purity of his speech, could easily be recognised as a 
learned Brahmana. He is, in fact, no less a person- 
age than the sage Mitra,..a most trusted minister 
of Janaka, and is just returning -to bis home in 
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Janakpur, under the escort of the warriors, efter 
discharging some important mission entrusted by 
the king in a neighbouring town. About the 
rank and duties of the two Kshatriyas, we Shall 
learn more ns our story proceeds. At, the present 
moment let us hear a part of the conversation in 
which the three travellers seem absorbed. One pf 
the Kshatriyas addresses the sage and says : 

“ Revered Sir , since m3' return from Benar^'s^ I 
have been marking a peculiar ansiety in your face. 
Even now I observe that 5'our mind is wandei^ing 
arid getting' Ustkss in the midst of our talk, if 
jrou have no objection to speaking out to us, 
shall be highly obliged by 3'our letting u% know 
bhe cause of your anxiety.” 

— “ Yajnndattn, there is nothing thtt I 
would hide from you and Yishnumitra. Yishnu- 
mitra marked my anxiety on 'the very next day 
ifter the great meeting and inquired into its cause. 

[ told him I would speak to him -.later on, but 
have not hitherto got an opportunity.'*' Row iibat 
[ have got both of you togethei^ and can speak 
indisturbed', T 'have ‘'no objection to opening my 
nind to you.” 
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7ajnac2atto, — “What great meeting do you 
speak of ¥ I was away and have heard nothing 
about it. When I 'started for Benares, I saw 
preparations going on in the palace for a ^aat 
Yajna. Do you refer to any meeting connected 
'with the ceremony ? “ 

■ 'Vishnumitra . — “ Your absence has made-you a 
grtot loser. 1 have never seen ’ another ’meeting 
like that, nor Have ever heard of anything 
similar.” * ' 

Tajnadatta . — “ Which of our learned men spoke' 
at the meeting ? ” ' ' 

VUhnumitra . — “ None of the more.erainent ones 
WM silent,' but the lady Gargi’s speech and that 
of the sage Yajnavalkya in reply to her questions 
ard the most worthy of mention.*’ 

YajmidaUa . — “ What was the subject of dis- 
•cussion ? ” 

Vishnumitra . — “ No particular subject vvas fijted 
beforehand. Those present put .various questions 
to the sage on a variety of subjects, They wore 
like a Ja^rrent of rain in the^rainy season. He had 

■* The Brihadarunyajea Upani'ahad^ Phapiec III, 
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•po touch' upon different subjects in anst^ering these 
■questions. ' The lady Gargi questioned him on the 
all-pervasiveness' of Brahman, and the sage XTddn- 
laka on 'Brahman' as the Inner-Ruler (Antarya- 
min). As soon as I get Imsure, I shall speak to 
you in detail about those questions and the sub- 
■stance of 'Yajnavalkya’s answers to them. I have 
never before or since heard such a beautiful expo- 
•sition of the Divine, nature as he gave on the 
•occasion.” ‘ ‘ - 

■ .Tajnadatta. — “ What led the others to attack 
.'Mm ? ” 

MUra.~** He had acted rather -indiscreetly at 
•first, and that was what led to the attack. How- 
•ever, its result was very good. On no other occa- 
sion did Yajnavalkya’s learning and spiritual expe- 
■rience shine forth so brightly as in that roemor- 
«,ble meeting. He is yet a young man, only thirty. 
JIf such is the .sp lendour of his genius in the prime 
of his life, how great will it be when he attains the 
fulness of manhood ! It is a wonder how the’ sage 
Vaishampayana could quarrel with such cl worthy 
;d|sciple of his , and deprive of the rights of a 
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pupil. 

Tcynadatta . — I don't think that will injure 
Yajnavalkya any way. ' 'Nor will it cause any, loss 
to us. 'Yajnavalkya was right in charac tBriri ng.- 
the Veda taught by Vaishampayana as the ‘ Black 
Yajurveda.’ » I have heard that Veda from some of 
his pupils. Text and comment, Mantra &ndi Brdh- 
manaf are so strangely mixed up* in it that its 
study is lUce entering a dark room; Such a Veda 
might very well he called. * black.’ I hope the 
‘"V^hite Yajurveda,’ which the sage is now compil- 
ing with your help, will deserve its name. How- 
ever, I have a mind to inquire more particularly 
about it on another occasion. Be good enough to - 
tell me now why the ‘ torrent’ of questions that 
^ishnumitra speaks of, was poured upon Yajna- 
valkya.” 

MUra . — “ The king enclosed a thousand cows, 
with their horns encased in gold-leaves, near the - 

~ ~ ■■ j I . ■ . , , _ 

*■ Tliis refers to the oirourastanccs that led to the divi- 
sion of the Yajurveda into two sakhas or branohes, 
Rrislintt (black) and Shuhla (white),’ the former assooi- 
atod with the name of Vaishampayana and the iatter 
•with that of Yajnavalkya. See for details the introduo- 
tion to the author’s English edition' of the Upanishads. 



ADMIRATION. 


7 


ipla'ce of meeting, and said to those assembled : 

Ye, venerable Biahmanas, let him who is the 
wisest {BrahmisTitha) among you, drive away these 
-cows.” '! 

Yajnadatta . — Strange ! Who would have the 
immodesty to declare himself the wisest ? " 

Mitra . — “ So I. said that Yajuayalkya acted 
r.ather indiscreetly at' first. .You know how fohd 
-he is of cows. It has, grown into .a- weakness in 
him. When he f-aw that all were silent and no- 
one claimed the, cows, he ^id to one of his pupils 
•* My dear boy, drive these cows to my house.* ” 
Yajnadatta , — “ Oh J How strange 1 ’•* 

Mitra ; — His conduct indeed seemed strange to ' 
all, .and there was an angry though' suppressed talk 
■throughout the assembly. At last Asyala, the 
Hotri priest of Janakn,' gave vent to his angry 
■feeling and .addressed Yajnavalkya thus : ‘ Do you 
Really think, Sir, that you are the wisest among 
•us ? ’ Yajnavalkya said : ‘ I bow down before the 
wisest, but'lwish indeed to have these cows. Per- 
haps you would have no objection to my having 
^hem if I could answer all questions put to me, I 
. should be very glad to be questioned ?’ This was 
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the signal for the ' torrent ’.of questions to whichi 
Vishn'umitra refers. .You may, at your leisure,^, 
hear the whole matter from him, ” 

‘Yajnadatta.—^* I shall certainly do so, but be- 
good enough how to aimwer my main question. I 
have been forgetting it in inquiring about the 
meeting. What is the cause of your anxiety and 
.what has it to do with the meeting we have been 
talking about ? ” 

. Mit/ra, — “ The cause of ,• my anxiety is my 
daughter. She, is now eighteen, and I should be 
glad to give Jier a^vay in maliTiage. But I have 
-failed in this.” ' 

' ‘-rTishnumitra , — “Whal can . your failure mean? 
It is rare to find a girl so beautiful and excellent 
as your daughter. And then you have ^iven her 
an education which scarcely any other young lady 
amongst us has received. I have often said to my 
friends that Maitreyi will very, soon grow into a 
lady schdlar and orator as eminent as her aunt^ 
Gargi. Can there be any difficulty in finding a 
match for such an accomplished lady 'i Our city 
is full of, learned young men. " 

Mitra. — There is no dearth of learned and 
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■xvell-behaved young ' men. My failure in giving 
away Maitreyi is not due to that. Maitreyi’s 
education, . which you have’ so much praised, 
stands in the way of her maiTiage. " 

' yajnadatta . — “ How ? ” : • 

' Mitra . — “ You know that since his separation 
' from Vaishampayana, Yftjnavalkya has been busy, 
with! myself in compiling a new Yajurveda, The 
small . body of compilers meets every day in my 
house. In, these meetings we often put off our 
chief work and discuss spiritual topics, such as the 
nature of Brahman, the mode of worshipping Him, 
and so on. These discussions prove so delightful 
and edifying to us that deep absorption in them 
often makes us forget food and sleep. Gargi' 
attends these meetings' very frequently. You 
know my daughter is deeply attached to my 
sister-in-law. Whereyer her aunt goes,- she must- 
go as a matter of course. She followed her even 
to that great meeting, which brought together 
learned men from all parts of the country. She 
could not, indeed, sit near Gargi, but had to sit 
with the other ladies on the right wing of the 

great square, for Gargi had her seat in the inm'ost 

2 - ' ■ 
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ring oF the square, among the most learned of the 
guests. However, what I have to say about my 
daughter is this : I did not know 'that such a 
' young girl as she understood anything about the 
subjects of our discussion. But I now see she. 
spends almost the whole day in thinking and 
speaking about these matters. This is what pre- 
vents her marriage.” 

VUhnumitra, — “How can your daughter be 
other than what you describe her to be ? There is 
nothing strange in her becoming a theologian at 
eighteen. 1 see that hay prophecy is going to be 
fulfilled. Do you mean that she wishes to- be a 
Brah/noKJuvrini like her aunt ? ” 

Mitra. — “ Very nearly. She says : I shall 

* V * I 

either take the vow of celibacy like Aunt' Gargi, 
or if you can make it possible, I shall' marry 

Yajnavalkya.’ This idea has taken a strong hold of 

/ 

her mind ever since that' great- meeting. You see 
now what the meeting has'to domth uiy -anxiety.” 

Yc0nadaita. — » I see ; but'! don't quite Under- 
stand your difficulty. It seems to me that Yajna- . 
valkya will only be too gl^ to accept your 
daughter’s hands.” 
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' Mitra . — “ You say so only because you don’t 
know Yajnavalkya’s domestic life. Perhaps you 
know so far that lie is a married man. He has 
married the daughter' of my esteemed friend 
Katya. This young lady is a worthy wife of 
■Yajnavalkya in almost all respects. She is a most 
beautiful woman, very skilful in household 
management, and possesses, above alii such a soft 
and sweet disposition that -once seen and spoken 
to, she can never be forgotten. Whenever I visit 
Yajnavalkya’s house, she greets me in such sweet 
terms and her face is brightened with such a 
beautiful smUe, in which modesty mingles vith 
heartfelt reverence, that I cannot avoid thinking 
of her os a goddess 'in human shape. I under- 
stand that Yajnavalkya is deeply attached to tbia 
excellent wife. I cannot 'tiling of impairing this 
domestic happiness by bringing about a second 
marriage, even if he should be induced to contract 
one. Specially my daughter is young and in- 
experienced. I cannot . be -sure that she will 
always act discreetly.”^ 

r“ You used an, * almost’ in des- 
cribing the lady Katyayani. Will you kindly tell 
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me ■what you mean by it? ” 

_ MiUra. — (Smiling.) “ In saying that Katyayani 
is a ■worthy wife of our j'oung sage, in ciUmoli all 
respects, I mean that though accomplished in all - 
other ways, she feels no interest in theological 
subjects. She is always busy with household 
matters, serving her husband and looking after her 
children. She has no learned inquisitiveness like 
my daughter and sister-in-law.”* 

Tajnadaita. — “Then I see there is room enough 
in Yajnavalkya’s house for our Maitreyi. She 
would fill up that portion of his happiness which 
the lady Katyayani has left unfilled J', 

Mitra, — To fill up that portion or leave it un- 
filled is Yajnavalkya’s own concern. Why should 

other people meddle with it 

•' *** * 

Even while \ittering the la-^t sentence, Mitra 
stopped and gazed awe-struck towards a certain 
direction. Long before this the "travellers had 
entered a woody and somewh^ narrow path lined 
with liillocks. A few moments back Mitra, while 
still speaking, had marked a solitary figure on the 

• The Brihadaranyaha Upnnishad, 11. 4 and IV. 4. 
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top of a hillock with a beautiful ring of trees 
^ound it.' He had marked the figure, had observ- 
">ed that it-was ‘ that of a man absorbed in medita- 
iaon, and was trj?ing to recognise him. What now 
arrested Mitra’s . course was the recognition that 
the person on the hilltop was no other than Yaj- 
havolkya and the instantaneous discovery that the 
'sage was in danger. A huge tiger was leering 
at him^ and approaching him with slow steps 
while the sage, 'with his senses quite closed against 
the outer world, knew nothing of the dreadful 
intruder. Mitra immediately pointed out the 
danger to the .Kshatriyas. In a moment they 
took ' an . arrow each and aimed it at the tiger. 
The *kiTows pierced the eyes of the animal and 
made him motionless. They shot again .and fixed 
two more arrows on his breast. ' The next 
moment they came up to the prostrate beast and 
■cut.it'in two with their swok'ds. -Its dying howl 
■disturbed the ^ge’s meditation and made him open 
this eyes. He realised the whole affair at a glance 
and in deep gratitude touched the feet of the old 
sage and embiaced the Kshatriyas. ' He thanked 
them again and again for the wonderful deliver- 
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ance they had effected. The place, however, was- 
felt as too unsafe to loiter in even with the brave- 
and strong escort of the warriors, and they hurried 
to the city with quick steps and parted from one-, 
another as one by one they neared their respec-: 
tive homes. 



CHAPTER n. 


THE 00-WIVES. 

f HE event recorded in the last part of the first 
' chapter did not directly help the fulfil- 
* .ment of Mitra’s desire'. If he had been a 
How-minded man, he would have proposed, his 
daughter’s marriage wth Yajnavalkya as a reward 
for saving his life. The social condition of the 
country in those days was such, that, under such 
favourable circumstances no impropriety would be 
felt in offering a beautiful and accomplished bride 
to a man even if he were married, and the man to 
whom such an offer would be made, would rather 
be pleased with it. Such would really be the case 
with ordinary men. But the reader must have 
seen, from what he has learnt in the first chapter, 
that Mitra and Yajnavalkya were both extraordi- 
nary men ; so the union of Moitreyi with the latter 
was not easily effected. The direct effect, however, 
■of the tiger incident was a deepening of friendship 
between the two sages, which again led to an 
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* exchange of visits between the female members of 
the two families. One great result of this was^ 
that a close friendship grew up between ' Maitreyi. 
and Katyayani. To understand my story well; the- 
reader must hnow a little'more about these ladies- 
than what he haS already been told. They were 
nearly of the same age, Katyayani being only two 
or three ye.ars older than her friend. But their 
natures were, in almost all respects, opposite to 
one another. And it was this oppositeness that 
lay at the bottom of their fondness for each otheiy' 
Each saw in the other what was lacking in each 
and •vras thereby drawn to ^her. Katyayani had 
a heart easily inclined to love. -The loveable had 
onlyto present itself to her, and her heart rush- 
ed to it. She was of an extremely emotional cha- 
' racter : her face brightened with smiles the moment 
she saw an object of love, and- her eyes ^G.Iled with 
tears as soon as she saw or heard anything to 
sadden her. Her mind ,was somewhat' light and 
shallow ; she could spend hours in' amusement and 
in hearing stories, but she could, not attend for any 
length of time to such serious subjects as her 
husband dealt "v^h. But she had nevertheless 
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a strong sense of duty, a dQep reverence for 
' her husband and the tenderest affection for 
the two little childern with which she had 
up to this time been blessed. She spent almost 
the whole day in minding her husband’s comforts 
tmd in bringing up her childern, and her home 
'was'a'model for order and neatness. In , several 
respects, Maitreyi’s character was the very opposite 
of the one I have just described. She had indeed 
a c,ip,ncity for love, but her love, was practically 
confined to a chosen few. Her eyes .and ears 
, seemed to ‘be turned inside, so that outw.ard 
sights or sounds, whether lovely or unlovely, could 
not easily move her heart., Her face, wore a 
gravity and earnestness much beyond her years. 
Amusements, talks and stoiies, the common 
delight of women, were not indeed unpleasant to 
her ; but they could not '‘occupy her long ; she 
spent most of her time in the study, of serious 
subjects,' specially those of a metaphysical .nature. 
She attended to only as much of the household 
duties of her father’s house as she felt called upon 
to attend to ; she had really no liking for such 
duties. However, a deep friendship, as I have 
. . 3 “ 
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already said, grow up between these two women 
of opposite natures.' Katyayani specially,' -as 
might be expected, grew very fond of Maitreyi : 
bdeoting with her became' one of' her greatest 
pleasure’s, and parting from her one of her greatest 
pains. One day the following conversation took 
place between them : — 

Katyayani. — “ I often think whiit will become 
of me when you are married. The marriage of ■ 
each of my sisters h<as proved a great trial to me. 
But separation from them has now become just 
bearable. Parting from you will perhaps kill me." 

Maitreyi. — “You need not think of parting 
from me. We shall never part. ” 

■ Xatyayani. — “What do you mean? If you 
happen to be marded near me, we shall indeed 
meet frequently. But how can I hope that your 
home will be near ? ’’ 

Maitreyi. — “ How do you know that I shall be, 
married at all ? ” - 

Katyayani. — “ You to remain unm.arried ! The 
idea is strange. Manyjwill seek your hand. ” ' 

Maitreyi. — “ What if I. encourage none of ’ 
them ? ” 
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, Eatyayani. — “^hy? do you wish to be a 
Brahhiaoharini. I ' don’t like the practice. It 
'seems to me that domestic life is the proper 
sphere of women.”- 

Maitreyi. — " Domestic life is the proper sphere 
not only of women,' but of men also. But when 
people speak of that life as woman’s proper sphere, 
they seem to mean that she has no other duties 
than those that are called domestic. ” 

■Eatyayani.— What other duties can a woman 
have ? Eeligious duties ? They are included in 
the domestic. -Helping at sacrifice.^, praising the 
gods, rows, fasting and the like — every married 
woman has to discharge these duties.”, 

■ jEaitreyi. — “ Can you conceive of no duties for 
women beyond these ? Is not acquiring- the know- 
ledge of the. .Self {atTnajnpnam) an important 
duty?” 

Eatyayani. — “ Yes, that is .the duty of the ■ 
learned. But how many .learned women are 
there ? . It is only ladies like your aunt, who have 
‘ time and ability enough for such pursuits, that 
can strive for • acquiring self-knowledge. It is 
mainly the duty of men.” 
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Maitreyi. — “ It is only in men that the Self 
exists, or is it in women also V' , ^ . 

Kaiyayani. — (Smiling.) “Certainly ia women 
also, otherwise how could we see, hear and under- 
stand " 

Maitreyi. — “ Is it equally in both, or more in 
men than in women ?*’ 

Katyayani. — (Smiling again.) “Equally in both. 
There is ho difference between the sexeS' in this 
respect.” 

Maitreyi. — “ And there is no liberation without 
the knowledge of the Self — Yajnavalkya’s wife 
does, not need to learn this^from me.” 

Katyayani. — “ No, I have heard this too.” 

Maitreyi. — “ And is it also true that liberation 
is worth attaining both for men and women ?” 

Katyayani. — “ Yes, there is no doubt about it.” 

Maitreyi. — “ Then why are women so forgetful 
of liberation and why do they think'of tii^e pursuit' 
of knowledge as the special duty of. men ? Women 
should indeed mind domestic duties, just ns men 
attend to the acquisition of wealth and other 
woi’ldly duties. Bnt the difference is that while 
men, notwithstanding their worldly duties, do not 
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iorget that the attaimnent of liberation is the 
’main 'end of life ; \iromen, when they have done 
their domestic .duties, think they have done 
•everything required of them. - Can self-^forgetful- 
ness go further V’ 

Katyayani . — “ You are quite right, my dear. 
Your words seem to'open my eyes. The difference 
•of sex makes the worldly duties of men and 
women somewhat different. But there is no snch 
'difference in the Self. The same great Self is in 
all — so -t have heard — ^therefore' it is equally the 
'duty 'of both man and woman to strive after self ‘ 
knowledge — after the attainment of liberatii»n. 
Your words have made this truth clear to me to- 
d-ay. , My husband told me all this long ago, but I 
did not understand him then. I now see that it 
'is their own fault that women do not try to acquire 
the knowledge of higher subjects.- I'am specially 
to blame. My opportunities are -great, and yet I 
am doing nothing,^’ ' . 

Maitreyi . — “ You are most fortunate. It is by 
the accumulated merit of many virtuous lives that 
you have got such, a husband. I wonder how 
women, specially tho.se of -the higher classes, who.. 
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?ive allowed to choose their own. husbands, come to>' 
select only wealthy and-pleasurja-loving young men 
as the partners of their lives. Why don’t they 
seek such learned, thoughtful and saintly men as- 
your husband — such as may help them -in attain- 
ing liberation ?" 

At this stage of the conversation one of 
Eatyayani’s men-servants arrived with- a palankeen 
and being admitted into the presence of ,the ladies, 
said to his mistress : Madam, your children and 
their nurse think you have been too long away 
from home, andj .wish your immediate return. 
The day is nearly spent and your palankeen is- 
ready. What are your orders ? ” Katyayani 
rose as she heard this. It was the first time 
in her life, that she had spent such a long* 
time in conversation on spiiitual matters. Eow> 
the very mention of her children and the thought 
that so many things at home required her care 
and supervision, made her mind restless, and 
taking a hasty leave of her friends at Mitra’s 
house, she hurried home under the escort of her 
servants.' ' . , . 

While busy in household duties, Katyayanr 
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could - not but turn her thoughts to the important 
conversation she had with Maitreji. Its more 
thoughtful portion, however, became gradually 
more .and more dim and hazy to her. But her 
mind turned again and again to that portion of it> 
in which Maitreyi had condemned the bad selec- 
tion of* husbands by high-class women in general, 
und expressed deep admiration for her own hus- 
band. She connected this with Maitreyi’s express- 
■ed desire not to marry and with what little she 
had heard from the other female members of 
Mitra’s family about Maitreyi’s disinclination to 
marriage. ' All this naturally led her to ask herself ; 
** Can it be that Maitre3'i would be glad to be 
my husband’s wife ? Ah ! what a beautiful union 
would it have been ! What a help would each 
have been to the other’s liberation ! I am 
A most un\vorthy wife of Yajnavalkya !’’ 
But these feelings continued only as long 
as the union of Maitreyi and Yajnavallcya 
-seemed something that might have been, but was 
now impossible. When, however, from certain 
indications she found out that in some quarters it 
was thought of as something quite possible, and 
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«ven as something that ought to be promoted/ a . 
struggle of a seribus nature began in her soul^ 
Its character can he better imagined than' described. 
It made her restless for days and weeks, hut at last , 
her soul triumphed over it. How full and glorious 
the triumph was, will appear from her subsequent 
conduct, ~ * ■' 

She had not yet mentioned the matter in her 
conversations with her husband. But she had 
been observing that ever since the tiger incident,, 
two gentlemen, whom she did not know person- 
ally, came to see her husband very offen and had 
sometimes long conversations with him. They 
•were no other than the two Kshatriyas who had 
saved his life. One day, seeing him closeted with ‘ 
Yishnumitra for hours, and guessing from some- 
signs that the conversation related to Maitreyi, she 
inquired of him about its purport; which resulted 
in a long conference between husband and wife^ 
We shall hear a part of what they said to each 
other; 

Yajnavalkya. — “ How strange ! Have yoti no 
objection to this ? ” 

Kaiyayani. — “ Far from having any objection. 
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I have told you plainly I shall be very happy if it 
tates place. I shall rather be sorry if you give 
the idea.*’ 

YajTutvalhya . — “ "Will you not be jealous of her ? 
Katyayani.-r' If J had any doubt of the depth 

• I 

of your love for me, I iSight have been jealous. 
As matters stand now, I feel no jealousy.” 

Xa-inavalkya . — “ How do you know that, I shall 
not come to love her more than you by-and-by ?” 

Katyayani . — “ You' have told me plainly the 
nature' of your feelings for her.” 

Tajnavalkya . — “ They may -be gradually chang- 
ed. They may become deeper.” 

Katyayani . — “ I am prepai'ed for that change. 

T shall not feel myself wronged if it does take 

• % 

place. She deserves to be loved more. And, 
after all, loving this of that person is "not for the 
sake of the person, but for the Absolute that is in 
all-^as you have often said.** I don’t quite under- 
stand these abstruse matters, as you know. But, 
my recent sti-uggles have led me to resolve that, 
as your wife, I must try to rise above my petty 

* The BHhadaranyaIca Vpanishad, II. 4, and IV. 4. 
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selfish feelings. However, the exact attitude of 
my mind in I’egard to this matter is, that though 
you may marry a second wife, you will never be 
able to love her more than me. ” 

Tajnavalkya. — (Smiling.)** Your confidence in , 
your own loveableness- seems rather extreme. 
However, 1 would not shake it even^ if I could. " 
There were many more such conferences between 
husband and wife before the final conclusion was 
reached. These conferences showed that Katya- 
yani was more’ willing to have a co-wife than' 
Yajnavalkya to have a second , wife. She must 
have been a strange woman, and I must condemn 
her. And with the light that four thousand yeais 
have ehed on me,J[ must condemn Yajnavalkya 
the more for being a bigamist. But we must see 
him as he was and as he thought and this is 
what I have tried to do. Tht marriage took 
place just two years after the events related in 
our first chapter 
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KNOWLEDGE ,OF SELF AND SOT-SELF. 

reader must: now be prepared for a little 

metaphysical discussion, which will, occupy 

us throughout two chapters. He who ha§ 

no liking for such discussions may Imve these two 

' chapters out and turn to the succeeding ones for 

the sequel of the story. But these dry chapters 

are not without occasional touches upon the 

character of the two wives of Muni Yajnavalkya, 
• • • * * 

-'touches which ' may interest e.ven unpbilosophical 
readere. , 

About a fortnight .after Maitreyi’s marriage, 
the Muni ^yns one evening sitting with his wives 
in an apartment. of his* house which he (Killed the 
Tapogriha, the chamber of meditation. The 
purpose for which it was set apart may be guessed 
trom its name. The evening sacrifice was just 
. over/ and the hodse was yet full of the smoke 
- rising ou t of the altar and the odour of the incense 
burned therein. The Tapogriha, however, was 
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a well-ventilated room, and the smoke soon left it ' 
and made its way towards the celesti^ regions, 
for which it was intended; All the three .persons 
present in the room seemed to await its escape 
with soma impatience. They were not loth to give 
the gods their due. They indeed gave it with-- 
, scrupulous regularity and punctuality, nbtwith-' - 
standing Yajnavalkya’s somewhat hard feelings for . 
the gods.* But they were not contented with such 

I . ' - ' 

ceremonials, and so, having satisfied the gods,'they 
now' turned to tHeir souls, which no sacrifices- 

j r 1 ' 

could touch, and sought their satisfaction in the 
Unseen and Untouched. It was Maitreyi who 
opened the conversation. 

Maitreyi . — “ That subject must be taken up- - 
to-day.” 

. ' . Katyayani . — “ What subject ^ and what do you " 
mean by the stress on your * must’ ? " - 

Yajnavallcya . — “ M.iitreyi wants' an exposition 
of the Unity of> the Self, and the stress on her 
* must ’ means that ever since>her niarriage she has" 

1 * The Brihadaranyaka Upctnishad, 1-4-10: _ 
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'been asking for a discusssion of the subject, but for 
some cause 'or other it has bad to be put off." 

, Kaiyayani. — “ Why not first discuss the ques- 
‘ what is the Self ’ ? before a discitssion of 
its unity"? " 

Maitrein .. — “1 have nD need to inquire about 
the matter.” - ' 

Katyayani. — “ But I have.r Tell me what the 
Self is." ‘ , 

Yajnavalhya, — t' Why not try to' give your own 
answer to. your question ? ” ' 

Katyayani.^-^'^l think the Self is that which 
has life.” 

, Tajnavallcya. — “What is life? What are its 
functions ? That is, what do we do because we 
have life ? ” 

Katyayani. — “ As having life we breathe air }n 
-and out.” 

Yajnavalkya. — “ E.rting, drinking, digestion and 
the like are .also functions of'life.” 

Katyayani, — “ Then the Self is that which 
'breathes, eats, drinks, digests and does 'such other 
things.” 

Yiynaoalhya .- — “ But suppose such a thing .as 
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you conceive ns the Self should feel no pleasure 
and pain, would you call it a Self.” 

Katyayani. — “ No, in that case I would calj 
such a thing only a living being, but not a Self.” 

Yajndvalkya . — “ Then you see that your defini- 
tion of a Self is incorrect.” 

Katyayani. — “ I see I cannot call that a Self 
which has no consciousness.” 

YdQTiavalkya . — “ What is consciousness ? ” 

. Katyayani. — “ Consciousnesses knowing.*’ * 

Yeynaiialkya — “ Give examples of knowing." . 

Katyayani. — “ For example, my seeing you and 
Maitreyi and hearing what you say,” 

- YajnavoZkya. — ‘‘Do you always see what'you are- 
now seeing and hear what you are now hearing 
. Katyayani . — “ No, I don't see you if I close 
. m’y eyes or move away from this place, and don’t 
‘ hear when you are silent or* when I close my ears.”’ 

Yajnavalkya. — “ But you continue to have 
consciousness even then ?” 

Katyayani. — “ Yes, I do.” , ■ • 

Yajnavcdkya . — ” Oonscioustiess then continues 
even when the actions of the five senses, are’ 
stopped ?” 
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Kaiyayani . — “ Yes, it does continue.” 

Tajnavalhya . — ^“"What do we know then ? "Who 
■or what is then the object of consciousness V' 

Kaiyayanx . — “ We then know ourselves." 

Yitjnamlkya , — “ Consciousness, then, consists 
in knowing ourselves ?" 

Katyayani . — “ Not in knowing ourselves alone, 
in knowing sensuous objects also.” 

Yajnavalhya . — Bub you have said that con* 
-sciousness continues even when sensuous objects 
•are not known.” 

Katjjayani. — Yes, I said this.” 

Y<^jnavalhiin . — “ But knowing ourselves is 
.idcessriry for' consciousness. There can- be no 
■consciousness without it.” 

Katyayani , — “ I don’t quite see this. Conscious- 
ness is sometimes concerned with sensuous objects, 
and sometimes with the Self." We sometimes know 
■sensuous objects and sometimes .ourselves only ?" 

Maitreyi:—** Don’t we know ourse'lves when 
w'e know sensuous objects?” 

'KatyayarA . — “ We may or may not.” 

, ifaitreyi. — “We must. When 1 see the Mupl- 
I cannot but think that 1 am seeing him." 
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^Katyayani. — “ I don’t know what sort of seeing- 
you see. ' As for myself, when I see him, I forget- 
myself altogether. 

The Muni could not avoid a smile at this com'- ' 
pliment. It was this self-forgetful love ' of 
Katyayani that enamoured him of her. But ' 
he had also deep faith in Maitreyi’s sincere 
reverence and admiration for him. • Whatever 
Maitreyi did, she did with the fullest self-consci- 
ousness. She was a soul completely roused up,. 
Whereas Kiityayani had only just commenced to 
think of herself. However the conversation went 
on uninterrupted. 

Yajnwoalhja. — “ Well, Katyayani, when you: 
know only yourself and no sensuous objects, > do 
you remember the latter ?” 

. Katyayani. — “ Yes, I sometimes do.” 

Yajnavalkya^ — " You remember hanng known 
them once?" 

^ Katyayani. — “ Yes, I remember having known 
them once.” ' .. 

Yajnavalkya, — “That is, you remember your' 
«elf as having known them;”' 

Katyayani. — “ Yes.” 
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Yajnavalkya. — “ How is it that you remember 
something which you did not know ?” 

JCatyaydni.—f* Did’ not know 2 What did I 
not know 2”' ■ 

Maitreyi. — “ Did you not say. that sometimes 
in knowing sensuous objects you did not know 
yourself, and that in seeing the Muni you forgot 
yourself . 

Katyayani. — “ Yes, I did say that. But what 
inconsistency is there in saying that though 
1 forget myself sometimes in knowin’g other 
objects, I yet remember myself afterwards ?” 

Maitreyi, — “ One cannot remember what one 
never knows, llecollection is only the re-appear*’ 
ance of knowledge,'” 

Katyayani. — “ Do you mean to say that because 
in knowing sensuous * objects I ' did not know 
myself as their knower, therefore it is impossible 
for me to remember myself as their knower ?” 

Maitreyi, — “ Yes, that is what I inean ; and 
since ' in remembering' sensuous objects you do- 
lemember yourself as their knower, it proved 
that you do knoW'yourself as their knower when 
you perceive them,” 
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/Calyayam.-^“ Oh, I see.! But' it is rathet 
strange, and I cannot make up my mind finally 
on the mattel* before thinking more about it. I 
oannot meet yofir argument, but hoW ' is it that 
though, as you say, ■we' know ourselves in every 
act of knowledge, we do not alwa]^ think “ I am' 
seeing,” ‘ I am hearing ? ” 

•Maitreyi . — “We do not indeed think these 
words, but their purport is always present in our 
consciousness. I heard often from the Muni in my 
father’s -house, before my marriage, that there 
could be no knowledge without self-knowledge, 
however diiii and crude it might he." 

Kuiyayam . — “ I too heard all this from him be- 
fore, but did not understand it, nor do 1 see now, 
even though I understand it, its relation to the , 
main subject of our conversation.” 

, Maitreyi . — “ The connection is this : you said, 
after you had defined the Self for the second time, 
that the Self might know either sensuous objects 
or itself. You now see that knowing the Self is the 
fundamental, essential knowledge, since in Rowing 
sensuous objects also, we know the Self, and we' 
know it even when we do not, know the former.” ' 
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Katyaytmi. — “Then, it seems there are two 
kinds of knowledge, the knowledge of Self, which 
is constant, and the knowledge of sensuous objects, 
which is changeful." 

, Maitreyi . — “ Why do you call the knowledge 
of objects changeful ?” 

Ktttydyani . — “ Because it is not always present 
with us. When 1 see the Muni, I do not always- 
see you ; and when I see you, the Muni may be 
absent from me.” 

: Maiireyi . — “ But the knowledge of objects un- 
seen and forgotten recur to us. Things that I 
knew yesterday and forgot, I know again to-day, 
and remember them to be the same objects 1 knew 
yesterday^ , Does not this show that the know- 
kdge of objects is as permanent as the knowledge 
of the Self?" 

Katyayani . — “ But the knowledge of objects go 
and come, while the knowledge of the Self is 
constant.” 

Yajnavalkya . — “ With the passing away of 
the knowledge of a particular object, our knpw- 
ledge of the Self “as -the knower of that object ” 
also passes away. In this way the knowledge of 
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the Self is seen to be as changeful as that of 
objects." 

, Maitreyi . — “ But in knowing a fresh object I- 
know myself as the same Self that knew other, 
objects before, so that self-knowledge in both the 
. acts is constant.” 

Yajnavalhya . — “ In the case cited by you, 
the knowledge of objects is as constant as self- 
knowledge. In knowing the uriity of the Self in 
two succeeding acts of knowledge, the objects of 
knowledge in the two acts must be brought 
together in thought." 

Maiireyi . — “ But in dreamless sleep we forget 
objects altogether, but we know the Self neverthe- 
less.” 

Yajnavalhya . — “ If we forget the world, we for- 
get the Self also, that is, we ''do' not know our- 
- selves. “When we know ourselves again, we know 
objects also. "What we usually call self-knowledge 
is as inconstant and subject to lapse as the know- ' 
' ledge of objects." 

Maiireyi . — “ I am now in greater confusion than 
1 ever was. From what you say everything seems . 
to be hopelessly changeable and even dei^tructible.' ' 
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Tlio Self can exist onlj’ as a knower. But if we 
lose self-knowledge and thq knowledge of objects 
in dreamless sleep, how does the Self exist? On 
the other hand," if knowledge is suspended in 
•dreamless . 'sleep, how does it ve-appenr in the 
waking state?’’ 

Tajnavcdkya, — “Your confusion arises from con- 
founding the real Self {atman) with the sensorium 
^(mams), which is in a sense one mth. the Self, 
and in another different from it. Tiie changes in 
•question are changes ,not of the Self, but of the 
mmas. ” 

. Koiyayani. — “ What is the wanas? And bow 
is it both one with and different from the atnian?” 

e 

Yaynavalkya.^ — “ The changes we have been 
•speaking about must be said 'to be the change of 
something. ■ They must 'be the states of a sub- 
■stanCe. That substance is not the Self, for every- 
thing exists permanently in the Self, as you see 
from the re-appearance of everything in the wak- 
ing state. We therefore .imagine — .and cannot 
•but imagine-r— another substratum for these changes 
and call it the' rmnas. In this respect the manas 
38 different from -the atnian. .But we must think 
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of everything ns necessarily related to the Self and! 
forming' a part, as it were, of the attnan. In thia^ . 
respect, then, the manas as the substratum of' 
evei'ything is one with the atmaii.” 

Maitre^i. — “ Ah ! I see now. How my doubta, 
are cleared 1 In that great assemhVy you describ- 
ed the Self as the Inner- Euler {antan/amin) of 
all things. In naming different objects as es- 
amples you named the manas ns one. I remember 
your very -words. You said : ‘ Yo T^nasi tishthan 
manasohntara, yan mono oia veda, yasya manah 
sariram, yo nianoJintaro yamayatyeska ta atman- 
' taryamyamntah'* (He who, though existing in- 
the manas, is yet different from the manas, whom 
the manas does not know, whose body -the manas- 
is, who, existing in the manas, rules it — ^he is 
your Self, the Inner-Euler, the Immortal.) -That 
the Self is the Euler of the earth, of water, fire,, 
and such other objects, I understood very wellj. 
but that like other objects, the ' manas also is 
unknowing, dependent and • ruled b}' the Self, I 
did not understand then, but I understand this 
now.” :/ . ‘ ' 

*The Brihadaranydka Upanishad, 111. 7. 
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'JS^cetyayani. — “Should we not stop here to- 
night ? It is getting late;” 

Maiireyu — “ The answer to my question is yet 
as far as ever. ' It is only your question that has 
■been answered. . We have seen that the Self ig 
conscious by nature and that its consciousness is 
constant, unchangeable. We have also seen that 
it is different' from the manas. My question is, 
how do we know that the same Self is in all ? AVe 
seem to have a distinct Self in every one of us.’' 

Yajnavalkya. — “ When you know the real Self, 
you ' will kno^y it is necessarily one and infinite. 
The distinction between finite selves- are not dis- 
tinctions in thOi pure, infinite Self, but in the 
cognitional Self {vijnanatman or vijnanavt): ” 
Katyayarii^^*' What do you mean by the vijna- 
natman or vijnanam ? ” • 

Maitreyi, — “ I also have to.know this.- In your 
•exposition of the Anturyamivr in the great assem-, 
bly you distinguished the Atman'' as well from the 
vijnanam as, from the manas. I have understood 
the difference between the Atman and the Manas, 
hilt I don’t see what difference there, is between 
the Atmari and the vijnanam. 
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Katyayani. — “How do you remember so many 
things % Perhaps you can repeat the Munirs veiy 
words?” 

Maitreyi. — “ Yet, I can. But 1 deserve little 
credit for this ; for, in order to make bis exposition 
impressive the ^luni used almost the same words 
in every part of it. About the 'v^7nanan^, he said : 
Yo vijnane iishthan vynanadantaro, yum vijTia- 
nani na veda,-yasya vijnanam sarityim^ yo vijitana- 
mantara yamayatyesha ta ai}nantaryamyamntah',.' ■ 
(He who, tlibugh existing in the vijnanam, is yet 
different fi’om the ' vijnanam, whom the vijnanam 
does not know, whose body the vijnanam is, who,, 
existing in the vijnanam, rules it, be is your Self„ 
the Inuev-Buler, the Immortal.) I now, wish to 
know how the vijnanam is distinguished from 
the pure Self, 

Katyayani. — “ Tell us first what the vijnanam 
is, and how we know that thei'e is such a thing 
in every one of us. ” . , 

YajnavcUkya. — “ I should be very glad to ex-. ' 
plain everything to you, but it would be 'very late 
before you ^ would find any satisfaction from, my, 
exposition. Are you prepared to sit on ? " 
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Maitreyi. — “ I’arD quite prepared. I can sit up 

the whole night.”' ‘ . 

. Katyayani.—“ I can’t say the same thing of me. 

1 already feel tired and sleepy.”. 

Maiireyi. — Why mot go to rest and let me 

talk a little longer with the Muni ? I shall tell 
/ 

you to-moii-ow what we talk .about.” 

’ Katyoydni:—'*' I shall not be satisfied unless 1 
hear erery word. , And so better stop here and go 
to rest. Besides, I have got something else to 
talk about with the Muni before I sleep.” , 
Maitreyi' took the hint and let her co- wife retire 
' with'her husband, while she, 48 was her habit, sat 
meditating in the Tapogrilia till a late hour on 
all that she had heard from the sage. . The sage’s 
bodily presence was with Katyayani, but his 
spirit remained with Maitreyi. 
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THE INDIVIDUAL AND THE DNIVEESAL SELF. 

f EXT evening tbe discussion nvas resumed, 
the sage himself opening it thus : — “ You ' 
can very well see that the uhity of the 
Atman will be clear if it can be shown that what 
every one of us calV our Self, is also the Self of 
the world. But how can vve know that the in- 
dividual and the universal Self are identical,? As 
I told you yesterday, the real Self, the Self of 
the universe, has only to be known, to be recog- 
nised as one, undivided. It is because people 
don’t know it that they don’t recognise it as 
one in all persons and things. Let me see whe- 
-ther you have any knowledge of Paramatman or 
he is to you only an object of |;>elief, as he is to 
most people.” 

Maitreyi . — “ I have often heard that everyr 
thing is Brahman, and 'T' have a, vague notion'' 
that whatever we know at any moment, we know 
along with it the universal Self in which it exists. 
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But I don’t know how far I shall he able to ex~ 
plain my notion." 

. Kaiyayani. — “ Try to explain it as much as 
you can.” . 

Yajnavalkya. — Our yesterday’s conversation 
will help us.- , Tell me whether you know any- 
thing else in knowing this room.” 

Maitreyii — “ In knowing the room I know my 
Self as knowing it,” ■ 

Yajnavalkya. — ” But you know that the room 
exists in the universal Self or rather believe that 
it does so I” 

.Maiireyi. — “Yes, I believe it, but do nob 
understand it.” 

Yajnavalkya. — “ You will' understand it by 
and by. ' Tell me now if you have any other 
' notion of the room than ds a knovm thing.” 

' Maitreyi. — “ It is a known thing now. But it 
' may sometimes remain unkno^vn.” 

Yajnamalhya. — “ Does it remain exactly as it 
is now when it is unknown ?” 

Maitreyi. — “ It remains exactly the same.’c 

Yajnavalkya. — “ But it ds known now' — seen, 
- touched, or both. Does it continue to be all this V* 
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Maiireyi. — “ It must. But I' see that in say- 
ing that a known thing cotitinues to be exactly 
what' it is even when unknown, X contradict my- 
self.” . 

Yajnavalkya. — “ You certainly do, and so do 
all who do not know the world as it really is.” 

Maitreyi. — “ Then I see 1 must say that the 
room must always be conceived as known.” 

Katyayani. — “ But suppose we say that' the 
room, when unknown, retains its. other proper- 
ties, but changes only its knownness," 

Maitreyi. — “ How could that be ? All the 
•properties of the room are hnovm properties. 
The room, with all its properties, is a known 
thing and I see we have no other notion of it 
than as a known thing.” 

Tajnavcdkya. — “ Then you must think ^of the 
room as always kno^vn by you ? You .have no 
other notion of it, you say.” ■ 

Maitreyi. — “ Not necessarily hy me. It may 
be known by others.” 

Yajnavalkya. — ” But it is in your .knowledg 
now.” 

Maitreyi.—*' Yes, it is.” 
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Yajtiavalkya. — *,* Every part of it is ip your 
soDSciousness ?” 

Maitret/i. — ‘f Yes,' every part is in my con- 
sciousness.”. 

1 

Yajnavalki/a: — “ And your consciousness is your 
Self'?” ^ ' ‘ 

Modireyi. — “ Yes.” 

'Ycynavalkya, — “ Then; the room is in your 
Self, or your Self is in the room ?”<? 

Maitreyl . — ‘‘ So it would seem.” 

Yajnavtdkya. — “ And the room will always 
as you now know it ?” 

. Maitreyi, — “ Certainly.” 

Yajnavalkya. — “ That is,, it will continue to be 
infyour Self or your Self will ’continue in it even 
when your body is away ?”■ / 

^ ■* I 

Maitreyi — “1 see 1 must admit all this, but 
how strange it seems , 

Yajnavalkya . — “ The strangeness results from 
the fancy, which people have that .when they know 
things, they bring their Self to those things and 
take, their Self away from them when they are 
absent from 'them, 'Whereas the fact is that in 
knowing things we discover the Self in them, the 
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Self wjiicli contains or sustains the things, and 
which is common to them and us.” 

Maitreyi. — “ How 'much I learn from these few 
words of yours !” • . i 

Katyayani. — “You say that, in knowing things 
we discover the Self in them, it, therefore, exists 
in them even before we know it in them ?” 

Yajnavalkya — “ Cerfeiinly it does.” 

Katyayani.-^^^ And ns such it is the ‘ Tisvatman 
{the cosmic Self)?” 

Yajnav tlkyn. — “ Yes, as such it is the Visvat- 

man." 

Maitreyi, — “ And is it also the Suiratman (the 
thread or binding Self) th.it you spoke of at the 
gi’eat assembly 

Yajnavalhya, — “Yes, ibis al.''0 the Sutratinan 
that i. spoke ol ; but my* exposition of the 
Suiratman in the great assembly was rather 
superficial.” 

Maitreyi. — “ Explain it to us moie clearly 
now.” 

Yitjnavalkya. — “ You are already on the way tc 
understanding it. Think and say how it binds 
together things,” 
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-■ Maitreyi. — “ It binds together ,me' and the 
things I know ;,it is both in me and in thefn. 
^t is both the Self' in them and -my own Self. 
How agreeably surprised ain I to see that I , am 
obliged to repeat almost your own words in the 
assembly ' - 

Katyayani.— ^ How does it bind together you 
and me How can I know that m> Selt is youv 
Self?” 

' Maitreyi. — “ In knowing .the world you know 
that the Yisvatman is the same ns your 
My knowledge of the world reveals to me the 
vay svvtiv ths. Salt th'i s'.wld. tt> 
therefore follows that the Self in you and me is . 
the same.” 

Katyayani. — “ I see. But there aie diflerences 
also between you and me. . How to explain these'* ” 

Yfljnavalkya.—" They will be explained when I 
■explain the Vijnanatman. -How tell -me what 
more you know about the Sutratman'’ 

Maitreyi, — “ The SutT'atrrtan seems to bind to- 
gether different parts of sp;ico. In kno^ving. and 
thinking of different p.arts of space as connected, 
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I know them and think of them as -existing ia 
one kno^ving Self.” ' 

Yajnavalkya. — •* And you know that all parts 
of space are connected, particular spaces being 
contained in one, undivided space.” . 

Mait/reyi. — “ I know it, and does it not follow 
from it that the Vismtman or Sutratman is one- 
and undivided ? ” 

Yajnavalkya. — “ Certainly it does. How won- 
derfully you follow up my hints ! The Visvaim^,, 
you see, is in all space, or * rather all space is in 
him. In other words, he is beyond space, that is, 
beyond the divisions of space. But please go on.” 

-Maitreyi. — " It seems 'to me, again, that the.- 
TJhiversal Self binds together different periods of 
time, for it is the unchanging witness of events 
following one another.” 

% 

Yeynavalkya. — “ Quite so and you see therefore, 
that the Universal Self is beyond time or eternal.” 

Katyayani, — " Do you mean that he is eternal, 
because he does not change? "Whose are the 
changes in Nature, then ? ” 

Maitreyi, — “ All changes are changes of manas'* 
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Katyayani . — “ But the manas in us is limited. 
Cosmic changes cannot be its changes.” 

Yajnavalkya . — “ We must suppose, therefore,, 
you see, a cosmic manas as the substratum o£ 
cosmic changes."' 

Katyay uii . — “ But doe** not the Universal Self 
change when he knows cosmic events ? ” 

Yiijnavalkya . — “ Knowledge is not a change,, 
but a permanent property, of the Self. AsMaitreyi 
said, the Universal Self is the hnchanging Witness 
of events. The knowledge of events is not itself 
an event. From this it follows that the know- 
ledge of events exists in the Universal Self ' even 
before and after the happening of events. To him 
there is no distinction of, ‘ now ’ and ‘ then,’ as. 
there is no distinction of, * here ’ and ‘ there.’ ” 
Maiireyi.—** And. therefore it is that things 
that pass out of our minds and remain absent from 
us for a time, come back to us and show that 
they existed all the while.” ■ 

Katyayani . — “ But is ' not our knowledge a 
change ? When I know this room, I pass from the 
state of ignorance to that of knowledge, and so 
there is a change.” 
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Mailreyi, — “ But the knowledge of the room 
exists in the Universal Self even before we know 
it. To him it is not an act but a property, or his 
very nature.” 

Tajna'oalkya. — ** Of him it cannot be said that 
he knows, but only that he is knowing.''" He is 
akarta, niskkriya, non-agent, non-active.” 

Katyayani . — “ But what happens ' when we 
know the room or any other thing ? Does not my 
Self act then ? Is not its knowledge ah action ?” ‘ 

Tajnavalkya . — “ Hera you come in sight of the 
vijrMnatman, The ■ Universal Self, as universal, 
does not act, does not change. The knowledge of 
everything and every event exists in him as his 
very essence. But when, in some mysterious way 
he differentiates, as it were, a part of his essence 
as an individual Self, this individual Self appears 
as an agent, as knowing something it did not 
know before, as coming to know itself from a state 
of ignorance of itself. The U niversal Self as such 
a differentiated individual is called tbe vijnanat- 
mati. In essence, it is identical with the Univers-, 
al, but as knowing the contents of the Universal 

* The Briha^ranytika Upaniahad,- IV 3. 22 — 30. 
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in pai'ts, in particular spaces and times, it is as it 
■were different from the Universal.” 

■ Maitreyi, — “ Tour exposition leaves nothing tn 
be desired. I have no more doubts at present to 
be resolved. The difficulty lies in shaking off our 
preconceived notions. 'One of the most hardened 
of these notions is that in the world, we have 
only sensuous objects, that, in knowing the world 
we know only such objects, unrelated to any Self. 
But you made it clear to us in yesterday’s conver- 
sation that whatever we may know, we necessa- 
rily hnov} the Self along with it, that nothing can 
be known apart from the Self. To-day’s conver- 
sation' has made it clear to me that we cannot 
tMnle of objects apart from the- Self — ^that when 
we tViink of objects we really think of them as 
related to the Self or in the Self. The conclusion 
also is clear and irresistible that we sreally heMeve 
the world to be in the Self and cannot possibly 
believe otherwise, though we make a strangn 
mistake in giving expression to our belief, as £ 
did when 1 said that I could think of the roonr 
as existing unknown.” 

Kttlywyani. — “How you gather together in 
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})rief all the threads of the argument’ and help 
xay dull intellect to grasp its drift ! What could 
I have done without you ?” 

' Maitreyi. — (She could not bear to be praised 
'and was annoyed at it.) “ You must not quatxel 
with me, specially at such a moment. Say rather 
if you have got any difficulties to be-removed." 

Katyayani, — “ I was just saying that you had 
helped me in my difficulty by putting tbe argu- 
ment in a nut-shell — ‘ We knoia the world in the 
‘Self, we thinJt the' world in the' Self, and. there- 
fore we cannot but ielieve the world to be in the 
Self. A. Self-less world, [ see, is something 
which we neither knowj nor think nor' really 
believe. We only of it — it is something 

made merely of words — hacharambhanain* — as 
the theologians say. I no\y understand what 
they mean by the phrase,’ ” 

YajnavcATcya. — “ I am very glad to see, Katya- 
yanl, that you have got the «clue to the whole 
thing. What more have^you to ask now 

MaWeyi, — “ I was speaking of the difficulty of 
shaking off preconceived notions. I have men- 

• The Chhajidogya Upanishad^ Chap. VI. 
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iioned one cf them. The other is that we 
Jiabitual}}' think of the Self in us as a small thing 
a.nd cannot get ourselves to think that it is as 
large as the world, or rather larger than the 
world, for it' transcends time and space. But you 
liave given us the clue to the removal of this 
•difficulty also. You have shown that our Self 
dias two charactei's, universal and individual. As 
oiniversal, as the Pnrauiatmtin, it is inlinite and 

) I 

comprises everything ; ns individual, ns the 
Vijnanatman, it is finite, it knows only a part of 
:the universe. This distinction immensely helps 
, one in my difficulties. In individualising himself 
■as the Vynanatman, the Infinite draws a cordon, 
as it were', round a part of bis knowledge, and 
thereby practically limits himself. When I think 
•of the matter in this way I undei'stand,' though 
only indistinctly, why I, though one in essence 
with the Infinite, am so ignorant and powerless. 
But our habitual belief that we are independent 
of the Infinite^ is very difficult to shake off.” 

Tajnavalkya. — “ You will find it easier to shake 
it off if you remember two more things. One is 
dihat the cordon you speak of is widened ever and 
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anon as we know things unknown to us before. 
This continual widening of the cordon shows us . 
afresh now and again that we are one with the> 
Universal Self and in constant communion Avith-. 
him. The other thing to be constantly thought 
of is dreamless sleep which, by suspending our 
seemingly independent existence and drawing us 
back into the Infinite, constantly reminds us of 
our entire dependence on him.” 

Maitreyi . — “ These hints are very valuable and 
will be of great help to me.” 

Katyayani . — ” Have Ave not got enough for 
to-day, and should we not retire now ?” 

Maitreyi . — ” We have got enough not only for 
to-day, but for many a d.iy. But I cannot go to 
bed now. I must, before I do that, think of the. 
strange things 1 have heard from the Muni and 
try to' understand them as much as 1 can. You 
have my permis.sion, if it were at all needed, to- 
retire with the Muni.” 

Katyayani and' the sage retired. Maitreyi sat 
on meditating as usual ; but something unusual 
happened that night. Medftating ,on the ■ linfs 
laid doAvn by her preceptor, she obtained a direct- 
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vision of the Infinite and Eternal, and her spul 
’svas filled with the joys of direct 'communion with 
the Divine Being. She felt, even at the fifst 
touch of these joys, that they were incomparable 
to the pleasures of the world even in their 
intensest form. Hencefonvard she pursued these 
joys with an unshaken constancy and gradufiHy 
purged her soul of those worldly desires that 
obstruct our .progress and our final liberation i^^d 
•union with the Eternal. When her husband 
retired from the world at an advanced- Tige, she 
Wd."* so much Iree from worldly desires, that, as 
we read,* she declined any share in his' worldly 
goods and wished only to have instruction on 
immortality, declaring ; “ What shall I do with 
that by which I cannot become immortal; . What 
you know of that, Sir, please explain to me 
<dearly.” 

* In the JSrihadttranyafca Up’i iii8had,'ll. 4, and iV. 5. 



CHAPTER -T, 

THE SCHOOi:. AT JANAKPUK. 

' have seen something of YajnavaJkya as a 

husband and the preceptor of ‘ his wives. 

■* 

We shall now ‘have a glimpse — ^nothing 
more than a glimpse — of him as a public teacher. 
His fame as a teacher, of the Yedns had brought 
such a large number of Yedic students to him that 
he could nbt board them in his own house, as was 
the custom in. those days. He had a large board- 
ing house built for them, with the king’s muni- 
ficent help, near his own bouse. The students 
' lived there under the immediate care of -Tiijna- 
valkya's assistants, while he supeiintended the 
arrangements and taught his pupils at .stated 
hours. The scholars belonged to all the three 
‘ twice-born ’ castes and were, gathered from all' 
ranks of society, including pnnces of royal blood' 
on the one hand and sons ' of common traders, 
artisans, and farmers on the' other'. But all were- 
trnntpfl .alike and had' the same comforts. 



THE SCHOOL AT JANAKPUB. 57 

hardships and duties. They had the same kind of 
food, the same kind of bedding, and the same kind 
of athletic sports except in the case of those who, 
in addition to their academic studies, received 
training .as warriors. i The rigours of the modem 
distinction -of castes were unlmown. The stiidents 
■all ate and drank together and behaved with one 
another as perfect equals. The division of pro- 
fessions indeed made caste marriages the general 
order of the day, but inter-cast marriages were 
frequent specially those of tlie anuZoma class — that 
between a male of a higher caste 'and a female of 
lower caste The pratilonuf, kind — that between a 
higher caste female and a lower caste male, was 
less frequent, but-by no ^mean's unknown. The 
KShatriya chiefs, for example, Yayati, had some- 
times Biahmana 'wives, and at the svaycmvaras of 
Kshatriya girls, caste restrictions were systematic- 
ally disregarded. So that, among the students of 
tlie different castes in Yajnavalkya’s school, many 

were related to one .another by both blood and 
► * * 1 

marriage, and the foundation of many a relation- 
^ship was being laid in the warm, "youthful friend- 
ships that grew up, as in a fertile soil, under a 
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common' hospitable roof. 

' -Though Yajnayalh^’s name is speciaUy con-' 
i^nected ’vnth the Yc^urveda, he was well Terse^ in 
all the 'three yedas, 'Eik, Soman and Yajtcs, , that 
-were taught in those /ancient 'days,-^ and gave 

* I " » ‘ f ' ' 

lessons in all the three: There were also ‘ choirs,’ 
■as, we-would now say,' for all the six Vedangas in 
his school. ■ But naturally, Yajnavalkya’s lectures 
'on- -the ShuJda' Yc^ttrveda attracted more pupils 
than those on the 'qther ■ Fedas or Vedangas. One 
morning, several .yedrs' after Yajnavalkya’s mar- 
riage, with' Maitreyi, he was teaching the Skukld 
YoQnrveda to a class of dbout a hundred pupils 
wbea something happened which has a bearing oa 
'what we shall say in our next chapter, and which 
■therefore we must relate now. * 

Yajnavalljya had lectured for about half an 
hour when he was somewhat disturbed by a deep 
rumbling of carriage-wheels at the gate of the 
school-house. Almost immedia,tely after, the porter 
presented himself to the teacher and announced 
the arrival, in his big chariot drawn by four 
horses, of * the General accompanied by a fine- 
young man.’ The General was no other than our 
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old friend, Yujnadatta, already introduced to the 
* reader as one of the two Eshatriyas who saved 
Yajnavalkya’s life. 'During the years that had 
followed that event, be had by his many virtues, 
specially by his military skill and heroism, risen 
in the king’s favour and been promoted, by, 
'gradual steps, to the highest military, podt at His 
Majesty’s disposal — that of the Commander-in* 
Chief of iiis vast army. 3ut what has brought 
this high military functionary to the door of tho 
Vedic teacher this morning ? Let ‘us learn this 
from the conversation that followed upon the 
meeting of the two friends ; — 

Yajnddatta . — “My revered friend, I am sorry 
to disturb you in your duties. But I have come 
bn a business which has some, relation', to your 
holy function.” 

, , Yajnavalkya , — “ I don’t mind the interruption 
in the least. Apart from the great pleasure of 
seeing a friend like you, ,the tiunsition is very 
easy from uttering the holy testa to looking at a 
face 'shining with tlie glory of holy wisdom. But 
whom have you got with you here? (looking 
directly at the remarkably noble and beautiful 
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face of the young man’ who had accompanied the. 
General).” ‘ ^ 

Ya^nadaUa . — “It is for him that I come to you. 
.This young man’s naihe is Brahmagupta. He is a< 
goh of ,my honoured'; friend, Indraguptd., ’ the: 
celebi^ted merchant 'of Benares, -whose .name' 
d.nd fame you must have heard; -I made his- 
.acquaintance'when I visited Benares, under the 
'king’s orders, about the time of the great assembly. 
Since that time w« have often’ ih,et, and my family 
and his have been on the friendliest terms. ■ He 

• i 

has now specially honoured me • by s'endmg his 
favourite son, Brahmagupta, to be tmined in our 
city under my care,- He is now eighteen an'd ijas 
already made considerable progress in Vedic 
Studies. ■ But yoijr fame as a Yedic teacher has 
' inducted his father to send him here to complete 
his studies. He is to stop in this boarding bouse 
and learn all that he can do from you and your 
assistants. But he is also to devote a part of his 
time to learning the arts of war under our 
honoured friend, Vishnumiti'a.” 

The reader must here be told that our friend 
Vishnumitra had also, like Tajnadattn, risen 
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(high by. this' time in- the king’s favour, and- was 
■now the jDAamiri«tZfflcA«7’2/», the chief, teacher of 
military " arts > in the royal military school of 
Mithila. However, the conversation between the 
two friends continued uninterrupted. 

- YajrMpalkya. — I-am.glad that Brahmagupta, ; 

though a Vaisya,, has .a' liking for arts which are, 

generally, thought useful only to a Kshatriya. jVty 

•opinion is. that true wisdom consists, not in' 

merely acquiring professional knowledge, . but in,/ 

■learning all that we need for' our safety, happiness , - 

iand liberation. , Hence I feel specially gratified 

at my’ Brother-in-law, Maitreya’s (looking at a , 

liandsome-looking and stontlj^-built young man 

.standing near him) regularly- attending Agnimit- 

ra’s class in addition to his Vedic studies. 

{Agnimitra was Visbnuroitra’s younger brother 

and bad charge of gymnastic eserdses in the 

royal military school. He also taught archery to 

volunteers.] He may never be in actual need of 

•the arts ho is le-irning, but his exercises are- 

helping him, as you may see, in growing ug to 
1 , ^ 
he a strong and healthy -man (looking again at 

Maitreya with honest pride).” 
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Ya^nadaita , — “ 1 am very glad to hear oF- 
Maitreya's care of his body and his eagerness to 
learn our Ushatriya ' arts. I have often met 
him at his father’s house, and at the house oF 
Yishnumitra, iu the cpmpany of the fine-looking ' 
boys of that family, some of the best hopes of- 
our military class. But who knew that the son ‘ 
of a Yedic teacher, and the brother-in-law of 
another, wjs growing up to be a warrior in his own* 
way (smiling and looking at Haitreya). ' What 
do you say, Maitreya ? ” , ■ , 

MnxVeeya, — (Taking the compliment with a bow 
.and a smile.) “I have no mind, Sir, to take up any 
other profession than my father’s, but the story 
I bearfi in my childhood of the saving of the life- 
of my venerable teacher by Your Excellency 
and the Dhanurvedacharya forcibly impressed me 
with the necessity of learning the arts that are 
improperly supposed to be necessary only for a 
Kshatriya, but which every one ought to leai’n for 
his own health and safety. What would- have 
become of my teacher, and what might have 
become of my father, but for Your Excellencies i”"' 
Yct^nadjaiia . — “ I am glad to hear ' of your" 
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tmotives. In the case of Brahmagupta, however, the 
learning of military arts is a necessity, He is ex- 
pected, when he comes of age, to accompany' his 
father’s goods of immense value from town to 
town and country to country, and lead a convoy 
of archers apd swordsmen for the protection of 

’ * t 

'the merchandise from highway robbers. These 
'-men, specially those near about the Yindhya hills, 
are so bold and strenuous fighters, that it some- 
times requires the most skilled warriors to van- 
■quish them. Brahmagupta has need to be a good 
Kshatriya and a good Yaisya in one.” 

The conversation Avas interrupted by the sound 

j 

of a gong near the school gate, announcing that 
the time for dismissing the classes for the morn- 
'ing was verj' near. The friends stopped talking 
■and went through a little business. Brahmagupta 
was duly admitted as a scholar; and the General 
took a hasty look at hife bed and the other 
arrangements for his accommodation. , Inviting 
him to visit his house as often as would be con- 
■ sistent with his duties as, a scholar, the General 
took leave of his friends in the school and return- 
ed to his carriage. 
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ARYAN AND NON-ARYAN. 

^ t EVEN years have passed after the events des- 
^ 3 cribed in the last chapter. The boys of that 
time have grown up to 'be men, and the girls 
women. Yajnavalkya's Vedic school, and Vishnu-, 
mitra’s military academy, have sent put ruling , 
chiefs, ministers, judges, soldiers and men of busi- ' 
ness to the world. Maitreya is already assisting his- , 
father ns a teacher of the Vedas and preparing to- 
talic up his work in full. Brahmagupta has com- , 
pleted his Vedic studies and military training at 
Janakpur and returned to Benares to .take lip his 
father’s work. But he takes every occasion to 
visit the city, where the best years of his hfe have 
been spent a^nd where he faas'frends from whom 
he cannot remain long, separated.' His relations 
with General* Yajnadatta’s family are specially 
very close, and he is always a welcome guest there..* 
About this time the Geneial is-preparing to cele- 
brate ih(L.svayamva7'a (a bride’s choice of or bride- 
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groom) of his favourite daughter, Ganga. She is 
now a young woman of twenty, famed all over the 
Videha country and even beyond its limits for her 
i^e beauty, her intellectual attainments, and the 
purity and- sweetness of her character, She has 
many acquaintances among the accomplished 
young men of the city, any one of whom she 
' might marry if she chose. Her hand has been 
jBought by many a king and prince of royal blood 
not to speak of others of a lower rank in life. 
Perhaps she is not without a secret preference for 
this or that young man in her heart. But neither 
she nor her father wishes .to dispose of her in the 
onfmaiy way. I& atasi bs m Ute oAi onSiqrfoac 
fashion of high-born Kshatriyas. -It must be a 

4 ' 

grand svayamvara celebration' in prhich a wager 
should be laid — some '* haughty feat' of sb'ins ’ 
proposed as .the price of the lovely damsel’s hand. 
In this matter father and daughter were entirely 
of one mind, and brave and warlike relations of the 
■ family — all true to Kshatriya instincts — heartily 
. supported the proposal. So, the preparations 
were made on a very grand scale — ^worthy of the 
^ rank and fame of the commander of one of the 
9 ■ 
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most powerful armies in ancient India. Invitations 
were sent out to all reigning chiefs, not exclud- 
ing even Sudra or IT’on-Aryan kings, to learned 
professors and able statesmen, high military ofiSicers 
and wealthy merchants, and a general notice was 
circulated hy beat of drums all over the kingdom, 
that the lady Gangd would be given away to any 
one, irrespective of caste and rank, who would 
achieve the proposed feat of arms. It seems mar- 
vellous, in these caste-riddei} days, how high-bom 
Kshatriyas could so far forget their rank as. to 
offer their daughters even to men of the lowest 
ranks in an open svayamvara. But apart from 
the fact that the Eshatriyas were the most 
liberal, free-thinking and .progressive class in 
ancient India, there seems to have been some- 
thing deeply phUosopbical in the idea of the 
svayamvaras, that we read of. The wager laid 
was usually a very difficult one. The feat thus 
proposed could be achieved only by the best 
trained and most skilled men of arms in the 
country ; and if such men ‘'were found among 
people of lower castes, they were virtually Kshat- 
riyas — Kshatriyas by guna and /carrna — and 
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Xsbatriya girls, by becoming the wives of such 
men, did not by any means degrade themselves. 
'' Thus seem to have argued the ancient warriors 
who celebrated ' svdyamvaras and thus probably 
argued Yajnadatta,'* whose wisdom and scholar^ 
ship were ' scarcely ‘ less than his heroism and 
military skill^i 

The suayamivara was to be held in a villa of 
Yajnadatta, about ten miles down the Ganges from 
Janakpur. A huge amphitheatre for seating the 
vast concourse of people that was expected to 
, attend the ceremony, was built in an open piece 
of ground near %\xq. villa, and the mark to be hit 
' . — a slowly revolving wooden peacock — ^was placed 
on a long' pole at one end of the gallery. A gorge- 
ously painted canopy overspread the huge struc- 
ture which opened ‘at four entrances strongly 
guarded. Numerous tents of various sizes and 
" qualities were pitched around the ampliitheatre 
for the accommodation of the guests, so that the 
“whole place looked like a city of camps or the 
encampment of a vast invading army. 

;■ The ceremony was to begin in the early morn- 
ing of a day: fixed for it. But guests from distant 
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places 'began to arrive several days before the 
£xed day and were accommodated in the tents- 
allotted to each. The guests from Janakpur pro- 
ceoded to the vtHa in the afternoon of tlie' day 
preceding the ceremony. The young men were, 
specially on the alert and were ansious to reach 
the place as early as was consistent with decency. 
There was an additional inducement for an early 
arrival there : there was some excellent shooting 
to be got there, the place abounding in wild birds-, 
and beasts of various, kinds. Thei*e were alsV 
Small settlements of aborigines nestling in the 
hiUs here and there — people who had disturbed- 
many a holy sacrifice and killed and carried away, 
many an Arya,in days gone by, and who had fur- 
nished excellent targets for the arrows of, j'oung 
men such as we are now dealing with. Even at the 
time we speak of, Aryan settlements in many 
'parts of the country were subject to the depreda- 
tions of these savages. But the neighbourhood of 
a great city, and specially the fame of Janaka as a 
most powerful kind, had cowed down the hillmen 
and mode them almost forget the taste of Aryan 
blood and the enjoyment of Aryan wealth. In 
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return for their apparent mildness, Janaka had 
left such people, wherever they were found in his 
^dominions, .in the quiet possession of their moun- 
tain refuges and the peaceful pursuit of their 
primitive ways of hunting and fish-catching. So 
that the sport-loving young men, who had just 
arrived at Yajnadatta’s •oUla, had no mind to 
include them among the animals ■ they meant to 
shoot in the evening preceding the svayamvara 
day. 

But fate had ordained otherwise, as we shall ' 
see by and by. The’ city people, just arrived 
wandered in groups over and about the svayam- 
vara grounds,' observing with curiosity every 
■arrangement made for the ceremony and enjoying 
the beautiful scenery in ^he neighbourhood of the 
camp- city. A party of young archers, including 
candidates for the lovely .Ganga’s hand, wore 
engaged in shooting birds near a hill-side. They 
were apparently preparing themselves for the 
difficult task at which they were to try their hands 
next morning. Maitreya, though not one of the 
candidates, was in the party. He had his bow 
with him and had shot a'bird or two. But his 
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mind was evidently not in the sport. He gradual- 
ly separated himself from Idie party' and ^ walked! 
about aimlessly. He was thinking of a svayam- - 
vara — not of that which was to come off the nest> 
day, -but another which it suggested and which> 
might come off any day. It was the 'possible* 
svayamvarit of Sarasvati, the beautiful and highly 
accomplished daughter of Yishnumitra. The* 
thought of that ceremony, though now * only- a 
possibility, made his heart beat fast, and drove* ' 
away the blood from his ruddy face. He knew- 

' f 

he could not be -a candidate for the damsel’s^ " 
hand. He was "a skilled archer, no doubt, but. he*, 
could not consider himself any way equal to the^ ' 
carefully trained pupils of the Dhanurvedacharya 
and though a svayamvara was open to all, irres- 
pectively of caste and rank, the idea of a Yedio > 
teacher competing with professional • archers f or* 
the hand of a Kshatriya’ damkel was not quite 
popular. He could not- again ’ expect his father - 
to give his permission to' such a competition,, 
though he would have no* objection towelcoming a * 
Kshatriya daughter-in-laiv, specially the daughter, 
of his dear friend, Yishnumitra, if she were givem 
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awayin marri^e in' tlie ordinary, way. These 
■thoughts made Maitfeya'very sad, 'and prudence 
Tirged the necessity of slowly bringing down the 
goddess, woi-shipped by him these many years from 
the high pedestal of his heart.. While thus occu- 
pied, whom should he see before him but the very 
•object of his worship, conjured, as it were, by the 
■ magic of his intense longings. She was wandering 
•about in the company of a number of girls of her 
•own age and enjoying the lovely scenery around. ' 
"She may or may not have noticed Maitreya, but 
anon a bush covered over with wild flowers drew 
her attention, and she separated from her com- 
panions. -The pleasure of gathering flowers drew' 

' her gradually farther and farther from her friends 
' -till a small eminence completely hid heir from them. 
•On the other hand, Maitreya continued to move 
farther and farther at easy steps ' from the bird- 
shooters and drew nearer the lady of ' his heart, 
though he had no mind to greet her and speak to 
,hor. On a sudden the girl gave out a sharp cry, a 
■cry of distress, and l^aitreya, on looking up, (he- 
, was too shy to have gazed at her steadily all the 
• .while) saw, her seized by a stalwart aAd fierce-Iook- 
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ing hill-man and earned away towards the range- 

I 

of hills visible at a distance. He at once ran to- 
wards the .giant, shouting angrily all the while^ 
and trying to aim at Mm, but without success. 
The arrow intended to bring him down, and arrest 
his course, might wound or even kill his prey. 
The only course left to his pursuer -was to over- 
take him by superior speed, and this, therefore,. 
Maitreya tried to do with Ms utmoi^t efforts. Sud- 
denly he saw the savage liftther poor lady on his 
shoulders, and folding her, as it were, round his 
neck, held her arms and feet by Ms two-hands- 
tightly, apparently to put-a stop to her struggles to - 
free herself. Maitreya took courage at this move- 
ment of his enemy, and aimed an arrovy at the lower 
part of his body. The shaft felled him like a palm- 
tree with a cluster of ripe fruits on its topi His 
fair prey got out of his loosened grasp' and ran to- 
wards her rescuer. Throwing herself on his 

V 

outstretched arms, she trembled like a dove shot by 
a hunter, but the soft and sweet touch of a lover, 
whose bosom she had longed for as eagerly as sh& 
had been ^longed for by him, acted as a balm on 
her, and she quickly recovered. By this time,. 
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Maitreya’s friends, the bird -shootsirs, had come up, 
drawn by 'the lady’s screams and Her rescuer’s 
shouts, and they were followed by a large number 
of other people_ from the camp, all roused to 
activity by the alarm raised by Sarasvati’s com- 
panions. All realised -the situation at a 'glance 
even'before Maitreya gave an account of his en- 
counter with the savage, who rolled in a pool of 
blood at a little distance from the assembled crowdi 
At the first sight of him a number of armed young 
^en ran to him and the foremost dispatched him 
with^a stroke of his sword. He was not to be the 
only asura killed that evening. A long line of 
people belonging to the unfortunate race appeared' 
at the top of a hill in the front, and showing “by 
-their movements that their intentions, were far 
from friendly, drew towards themselves quite a 
cloud of arrows from the young infuriated Kshatri- 
yas' gathered on the spot. The arrows did their 
work very- effectively, for, of the long line of dark 
figures, only two or three were visible after the 
first discharge. _ Even this , did not appease the- 
wrath-of the young .firebrands. Suspecting that 
the hamlets seen like white patches on the distant 
. 10 . ' 
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range of hills before them harboured mischief and 
oonspiracy, they rushed on determined to storm 
them. ’ But before they had gone more than a few' 
steps, their coiirse was arrested by cries of “.Stop," 
stop.” The General himself had' come up with a- 
strong <party of soldiers. He addressed the young 
Kshatriyas thus : “My young friends, I pray you 
to desist for my sake. We, Kshatriyas, should, 
pot, indeed, shrink from bloodshed where it is. 
necessary, but the Villages yonder have not given 
us any offence. The assault, ‘which one, pooi; 
wretch has paid for by his life, may have ' been 
only the result of his own foolishness, A few 
others who seemed to sympathise with him have 
also met with a more or less deserved death. 
Let us not have more bloodshed on 'the- eve of 

i w ^ 

a solemn celebratibn. 1 place this strong .guard 
of soldiers here. They will ' be stationed here 

s 

for the whole of tliis night and .of the coming 
day, and see that no evil-doers approach the 
svayamvara grounds. .1 hope this precaution 
will be enough. For what has actually taker 
place, we need not be sony.. It seems to m< 
rather auspicious that one' 'Svayamvara ; has im' 
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mediately preceded another.” "While uttering 
these, words, the . General smiled and looked at 
Maitreya and the young men around him. They 
too looked at him and at one another, and smiled. 
They felt that though the General had grown old, 
his heart was still youthful and in touch with ' 
theirs. He had 'just said what every one’s heart 
was saying inwardly. The lady Sarasvati had 
anticipated her svayamvafa, and no one after,, this 
thought of any other svayamvara for her than 
' what had actually' taken place in the manner 
aforesaid." However, I now proceed to describe 
Ganga’s svayamvara. 



CHAPTER VII. 


A SVATAHVABA. 

t TTE next day, the day fixed ^or the ceremony, 

. dawned with the inspiring sound of bugles, 

' drums, and other musical instruments, and 
•eve^y Kshatriya heart leaped with joy in 
expectation of seeing a spectacle full of .interest - 
and excitement. There had been little qiuet and 
'sleep in the camp during the previous night, and 
long before the day broke streams of people began ' 
•to pour in from the city — ^people who had not 
come on the previous day. Before the day waa 
an 'hour old, the huge amphitheatre was filled to 
its utmost capacity. The sight that presented 
itself was one of the gayest and most gorgeous 
•ever seen. At one end. of the wide space of ground, 
enclosed by the ' gallery, ' stood a newly erected 
throne, and thereon sat Janaka; the King of the 
Videhas, with his ministers and counsellors ranged 
around him. ' Opposite to him', at the other end of 
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the open space, was the platform for the competi- 
tors to stand on, and near it stood the Idkshya — ^the 
wooden peacock — surmounted on a long pole and 
revolving slowly by means of a simple machinery, 
The mark to be hit was one of the eyes of the 
.-artificial hir'd. Half of the upmost part of the 
gallery was occupied by the numerous foreign 
•chiefs and princes that had come either as com- 
petitors or spectators in response to the General’s 
nnvitation. The other half was occupied by the 
fiadies, among whom shone, like the moon among 
'the sters, the lovely damsel who was to-day the 
•object of longing to so many hearts. The gorge- 
•ous and many-coloured dresses of the ladies and 
-the chiefs, and the glittering arms of the latter, 
iseemed to rival in their brightness the light of 
-the rising sun. The other parts of the amphithea- ' 
tre -v^ere occupied by an immense crowd of all 
•castes and ranks of society, gathered from all 
parts of the king’s dominions and from neighbour- 
ing as well as remote outlying kingdoms. , A 
• flourish' , of ' bugles and trumpets announced the 
.hour for the commencement of the ceremony. The 
^military mu-sic ceased and was followed by the 
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more soft and solemn music of the Hotris, the- 
Adhvaryus and the XJdgatris, the priests' "who- 
auccessively chanted Rihf Yajm and Samitn verses.- 
Then, by the king’s order, the herald stood up and' 
announced on behalf of the bride’s father, the 
purpose and nature of the svayannvara, declaring' 
that the lady Ganga would accept as her husband 
any one, whether he was a Brahmana, a Kshat- 
riya, a Vaisya or a Sudra, who would succeed in- 
hitting the mark — one of the eyes of the artificial^ 
revolving peacock. A lull followed the announce- 
ment. The wager, seemed extremely difficult, and' 
even the most skilled bowmen seemed to hesitate^ 
The silence was broken by the jingling of the 
arms of a king, who rose from his seat on the up- 
.mo.«jt gallery and came down with slow, dignified 
steps. All eyes were fixed on him, and a suppress- 
ed -whisper of inquiry and expectation ran through 
the whole assembly. The candidate’s name and 
rank were not announced ; it was only his crown- 
ed head that showed he was a ruling chief. It 
was not necessary, when a wager was laid in a 
ivayamvara, to introduce thp candidates to the 
bride or to the audience. This was done onlj 
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■when there .was no wager/ I, therefore, shall 
mOt do -what the herald ’himself left undone. Let 
iihe candidates go unknown till we -come to the 
a^t and ‘ successful ' Oandidate. I need hardly 
say that the 'chief who led the tournament failed 
to, hit the mark: ' He was followed by nineteen 
•more unsuccessful heroes, including sevei-al kings 
and princes of royal blood, military officers and 
private soldier, Brahmana, and ICshatriya teachers 
of archery -and even a few Sudra chiefs and 
•warriors. , There. 'Was again a short lull when 
the first twenty candidates had faUed. Then 
arose Vishnumitra, the -Dhanurvedachnrya of 
-Jnnakpur,. not to compete for the prize, biit to 
lead and 'direct his pupils, ten in number, who 
IXad. all been sitting at his feet and had urged him 
to stand b3' them, and cheer and instruct them 
when they , should rise and take up the difficult 
'task'- befoie dihein. Duty and interest both had 
induced him to consent. The glory of a pupil of 

* , r I 

his,' if he could succeed,' would be partly his. 
One by one, therefore,, the young men rose and 

* For svayamvara of these two kinds, 'see Draupadi’a 
and Damaynnti’s svayamvara • in the Mahabharat. 
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took their stand by- him and listened to , his^' 
directions before they let their arrows fly. TTis - 
directions were, in effect, the following : “ Fis 
your eyes on tlie bird, let the rest of the scene- 
disappear from you. Measure the time the eyes 
of the bird take to turn to you, in its revolutionr 
and the time that would take your arrow to it. 
Let fly your shaft before the ' eye i:o he hit is- 
visible, equalising mentally the. course to be 
by it, and the time the :eye takes to come in 
front of you. I shall not tell you when "to- 
slmot, that would 'be unfair. You should know 
tke right moment yourself.” Notwithstanding 
such precise directions, nine of the last band of 
competitors, including one Brahmana, seven 
Nshatriyas and one Yaisya, failed to hit the 
mark. Some of them went ' very near it, their 
arrows touching and grazing one of the eyes of 
the bird and then flj’ing away.- Tljen arose the 
last, and, as it happened, the successful candi- 
dateii It was no other than our friend, Brahma- 
gupta, whom, as the reader might imagine 
^vithout being told, the announcement of the 
sr«2/a7Jnw« ' had brought to Janakpur from his 
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home at Benares. He was a well-known figure 
in the capital of Yi'deha,' and his great skill in 
archery was known to all. He had distinguished 
himself in his student days in many a tourna- 
ment and carried away many a prize. , His great 
wealth and munificence, since he had taken up his 
father’s business, were also widely known, and, 
he was held in great esteem by all who knew 

I 

him in Janakpur. All eyes were’ fixed on him, 
therefore, Avhen he handled his bow and stood up 
before the mark, and expectations ran high, there 
being no doubt in many minds that he would 
succeed. His teacher said : "Don’t shoot, my boy, 
before you have concentrated your mind fully on 
the mark. ” . After a few moments,’ when all were 
silent, the teacher asked the boy : “ Tell me now 
what you see.” "I* see only the bird, the 
spectators have disappeared , from my eyes,”^. 
answered Brahmagupta. ** Very well, ” said the 
rteachery “ don’t shoot yet, wait a bit more.”' 
After another interval of silence, ‘ the. teacher 
asked : What do you see now ? ” “I see only 
the bird’s eyes, turning to and ,away from me,” 
replied Bihhmagupta. " All right, ” replied the 
11 
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teacher, take the measurements and shoot at tho 
' right moment. ” A few moments more, and the 
boy let his arrow fly. It entered the left eye of 
the peacock and went out through the right, and 
every one saw the bird revolving with the arrow 
piercing its eyes. A I’oar of applause arose from- 
the great assembly, - and the sound of bugles, 
trumpets and other instruments filled the air. 
Before the noise had ceased, the lovely .Ganga 
descended the 'steps of the gallery, accompanied 
by her companions, and placed a rich garland of 
the most' beautiful flowers round the victor’s neck 
and greeted him as her chosen husband. The 
enthusiasm of the crowd knew no bounds. It was 
past noon when the cheers and congratulations 
ceased and the amphitheatre was cleared. 

Ganga’s marriage followed immediately, and , 

at the end of the'festivities the General offered 
1 

his villa, with the encampment that had been tem- 
porarily added to it, to his friend, the Dhanurve- 
dacharya, for use in celebrating the marriage of 
his daughter, Sarasvati. ^ I need not describe the 
rejoicings that took place on both these occasions, 
nor follow up the career of the young people who 
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had just entered life. I may only mention fqr the 
sake of the less, informed, reader, that Maitreya 

\ i 

did not become, any the less a Brahmana for 
marrying a Kshatriya lady, and that Brahma> 
gupta wes neither raised nor lowered by marry- 
ing Yajhadatta’s daughter, but remained what he 
•was before, a respected Vaisya or merchant, Nor 
did the issues of these marriages become anything 
else than Brahmans and Yaisyas. Caste distinc- 
tions w^re nUt in those days what they are now. 
f I shall close my story with a few words on 
Maitreyi, after whom 1 have named it. I need 
hardly say .that she, Avith YajnavalkyaandKatya- 
yani, was present at the festivities referred to and 
took the heartiest interest in them. She continued 
to discuss philosophical subjects with her husband 
till, as X have already said, he retired to the forest 
at an advanced age. He left his eldest son,* who 
had then grown up and entered life, in charge of 
his family, Maitreyi lived on 'Happily,' loved and 
honoured by her co-wife and step-children, and 
communicating to them, according to their capaci- 
ties, the light she nad received from her, husband. 
Bhe had never any childrenj and refused, as we 
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have already seen, any share in her husband’s pro- 
perty, -when he disposed of it at' his retirement. 
She was therefore enabled to pursue her medita- 
tions and other spiritual avocations unhampered 
.by other cares and thus resembled her aunt^ 
Gargi, as much as a married woman could, resem- 
ble a life-long maiden. ‘ 
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/Is. 12. To Sulsc^bers of llio “ Bevieio,'* As. S, 


Sri Maclhwa and Madhwaism 

A HISTOBIOAL AND CRITICAL SKETCH. 

BY C. N. KEISHNASWAMY AIYAR, m.a., l.t. 
'Price As. J2. To Subscribers 0 / the “IiBview,",As. S. 


SRI RAMANUJACHARYA 

HIS LIFE AND TIMES. 

BY S. KBISHNASWAMI AIYANGAR, m.a. 

HIS PHILOSOPHY. 

. BY T. RAJAGOPALACHABIAR, m.a., b.l. 
Price As. 12. To Subscribers of the " Beviev?," As. S. 
Si. a. Natesan & Co., Sunknrama Chelty Sweet, ]Maaras, 


TJIE LIFE & TEAGHIgeS OF BUDDHA 

:by the anagabika dharmapala 

l^rtce As. 12. ‘To Suhsorihers 'Of the ^^Beview " As. 8. 


TEN TAMIL SAINTS 

BT MR. M. S. 'PURNAMNGAM PILLAL 

CONTENTS : — Jnana Sambandar; Maniokavachakar; 
Appar; Sundarar ; Kannappa; Karaikal Ammai; Thira* 
valluvar; Meykanda; Thayumanavar ; and Fattinaththar. 
I Price As. 12. To Subscribers of “ The I. Bi.,” As, 8. 

, I 

India's Uhtducliabl6- Saints. 

BY MR. K. V. RAMASWAMI, B.A. 

In this book are presented the lives of four notable 
saSnts that have spt ung from vvhat are called the “ un- 
touchable ” classes of Indin Thjeso saints appeared in 
different parts Of the coun^'y :'ii^anda in South Indio, 
Ravi Das in Oudh, Chokaraela in Maharashtra, and Hari 
Das Tbakur sii Bengal. Tlns'is an inspiring booklet. 
Price, As. 6. To Subscribers of the “ Review," As. 4. 

HlNDXrPSAtMS AND HYMNS 

• Mr. E. V, RAMASWAMI, B.R. 

The author has given some of the choicest stotras both 
from the classical and the vernacular literatures of India. 
Apart from the Sanskrit hj’mnsfrom the Vedas, Pnranas, 
and the TJpaniabads 'vvith tiieir English translations, we 
have selections from the ohantings of Thukaram, ITabir, 

andMabar, PRICE AS. POUR. 

■ 

Vemana : Telugu Poet and Saint. 

By Mb. C. RAMAKRtSHNA RAU. 

A clear and succinct account of the life of this famous 
Telugu poet and Saint, whose name is a household word 
in all the Telugu Provinces. 

PRICE AS. POUR. 

A. Natesnn & Co., Sunkurama Chotly Street, Madras. 




Man Arts, Mnstries and Agricnltofr 

, . - . ‘ . 

' Agricultural Industries in India.— By Beedick Hr 
iSa^aui. VViiih an introduction by Bic Yitaldas Damoda.j 
tFbackersoy. Be. 1. To Bubsccibets of the Indian Bevtcur 
:As. 12. 

Essays on Indian Art, Industry and Edneation. — By 

'E. B. Havell, Be. 1>4. To Subscribers of the Indian' 

'Eeview,*’ Be. 1. 

* • ' * - 

The Swadeshi -Sfovement. — A Symposium by Bepro- 
rsentative Indians and Anglo-Indians. , Bo. 1. . To Bub- 
(scribers of the “Indian Beviow,*’ Asrl2. 

Essays-on Indian Economics. — the late Maliadev 
OoTinda Banade Bs. 2. To Subscribers of the “ Indian 
, Jicriew,” Be. 1-8. , ^ 

Industrial India. — By Glyn Barlow, u. - Sacond 
JS^ilion, Bo. 1. To Subscribers oflihe" Indian Beview," 
.As. 12. , ‘ 

Lift-Irrigation. — By A. Ghatterton. t Second' Edition 
IBevisod and enlarged. Price Bs. 2. 

Indian Industrial and Economic Problems.— ^By P ^ 
Y. U. Kale, Fergusson College, Poona. Pnoo Be. O-o 
-to Subscribers of The “ Indian Beview" A'b 12. ' 

The Improvement of Indian Agriculture. — Some 
Xessons from Ameiioa.' By Catbrljme Singh, Price Be. 1. 
‘To Subscribers of the “ Indian BavieW,” As. 12. 


‘O. A. Naiesan & Cd.. Sunburamu ChotLy Street, liladras. 

PROF. JADUNATE SARKAR, ,M.A., hw the 

following to say of the Indian Review -while spea king 
of the - reference books he consnltod in the 'prepir ation 
of his book “ Economics of ‘ British India:” — I have 
been greatly helped by the old files of the In diar,. 
Beview 'which contain a large fund of accurate in form- 
ation on .Indian economic questions, not ‘to be easily 
r^athered elsewhere. 




INDUSTRIAL INDIA 

BY MB. GLYN BARLOW, M.A. 
COilTEOTS. 

1. Batilotism in Trade. 2. 'Go-operation. 8. IndustriaL 
Bidiibitions. 4. The InquiHngMind. 5. Investigation. 
S. Indian Art.' 7. Indian Stores. 8^ India’s Custcmois. 
9. Turning the Corner., 10. Conolpsion. , 

SECOND E’DITION 

/. To Subssfihers of the** Indian Review^” As, t2^ 

SELECT PRESS OPINIONS. 

- »«* ■* 

” The Madras Afait."— Throughout the book there is b> 
cheery note of optimism ^7hicb' ought to be encouraging: 
to those vho are exerting themselves to bring about= 
improvements. 

“ The Madras Times,” — ^This little book is well written,, 
well edited and well published, ,and we can safely 
recommend our Indian friends to read, mark and inward* 
ly digest its contents. ‘ , 

“T/ie Daily Post," Bangalore. — The book is an. 
eminently readable one, and if it does not prove useful^ 
that will not be due to the fault of the writer. ' , 

“ The Indian Spocfolor — Ever/ young man in India, 
ought to read Mr. Glyn Barlow’s book, 

G. A, Natesan & Co„ Sunkurama Ohetty Street, 

LIFT-IRRIGATION 

BY ALFRED CHATTEETON, B.Sc., OLE. 
Professor of Engineering, ow Special'Duty, Madras,. 

PRICE, RS. TWO. , . 

To Subscribers of the « Indian Review,” Rs. !-& . 



Hindli Religion and Philosophy 

The Bhagavad-Glta or the Lord-'s Song. — With tho 
4ost in Devantigiri and an English .Translation. By 
JUrs. Annio Bcsant, Third Edition. As. 2. 

Sri Sanfcaracharya — Eife and Times By C. N. 
!Krishnaswamy Aiyar, M.A., n.T. II. His ‘Philosophy. By 
Pandit Sitanath Tattvabhnehan. Both in One volumer. 
As. 12. To Subsoribers'of the “ Boview,*' As. 8. 

Sri Idadhvra and Madhwalsm.— A short- Historic 
Bketoh. By 0. H. Krishnoswami Aiyar; m.a.'As. 12. To 
Subscribers of tho “ Bavlow/* As. 8. 

Brl Bamanojaoharya.— His Life and Times By B. 
Erishnaswami Aiyangar, u a. His Philosophy. By, T. 
Hajagopalchariar, m.a., b.i.. As. 12. -To Subscribers .o£ 
-the " Seview,” As. 8. . ‘ - 

Brl Sanlcaracharya’B Select )?orkB. — The Text in 
-Sanskrit, Devanagiri type and an English* Translation. 
By 8. Venkataramanan, b a. Price Be: '1-8. To Bubs- 
oribera of the “ Indian Beview,” Be, 81 
. Tho Yaishnavite -Beformcra of India —Critical 
Sketohes oji their Lives and Writings, By T. Bajagopsla- 
ohariat, li.A., B. n. Price Be. 1. To Subscribers Of the 
" Indi.au Review.” As. 12. 

Swami Vlvelsananda. — An exhaustive and comprehen- 
sive coUecoion of his speeches and writings, i Wxth four 
^01 traits Tiiird Edition. Price Bs. 2. To Subscribers 
of ll‘0 ” Indian EovieW,” Be.l 8.' 

Aspects of the Ycdanta — "By various writers. Second 
Editioii. As. 12. To Subscribers of the ” Indian Beview,'* 
As. 8. 

G. A. Hatesan & Co., Siinkurama Cbetty Street, Madras, 

TEN TAMIL SAINTS- By Mr. M. S. Purnaling^ 
Billai, 3.A., X.I. {{Price As. 12. To Subscribers, As, 8. 

INDIA’S UNTOUCHABLE SAINTS. Price. As. 6. 
To Babscribers, As. 4- 

ESSENTIALS OP HINDUISM. Price As. 8. To 
Subscribers; As. 6. ' ^ . 




Indian Political Literature 

Essays in national Idealism. — ^By Di. Ananda K. 
Coomaraswami with illustrations. Bo. One. Sab< 
BoiibotB o£ the “ Indian Review, ” As. 12. 

. Morley’s Indian Speeches.— With an Apprecia^dn ot 
liOid Morley, aud A Portrait, Crown 8vo,, 240 Pages. 
Be.'One. To Eubsetibers ot the Indmn Betiou), As. 12. , 
Gokhale’a Speeches. — ^With a biographical sketoh and 
a portrait. Over 1,000 pages, Crown 8vo. Bs. S. To 
Subscribers of the Indian Review,” Bs. 2-8. ' 

The Indians of South Africa.— Bj.H. S. Ii.‘PoIak. 
Bs. One. To Subscribers of the “ Indian Review,” As. 12, 
Dadabbai llaoroji'B Speeches and Writings — With a. 
portrait. Rs. Two. To Subscribers of the “Indian 
Review,” Re. 1-8. 

Glimpses of the Orient to-day.— By Saint Nihal 
Singh. Price Re. 1. To Subscribers of the “ Indian 
. Review,” As, 12. - , 

The Indian National Congress.— An account of Its 
origin and,gtowtb« Full text of ail the Presidential 
Add .'esses. Reprint of all the Congress Resolutions. 
RxtL'aots from all the Welcome Addresses. Portraits of 
the Coageoss Presidents. Qrer 1,200 pages Crown 8vo, 
Rs, 1. To Subscribers of ” The ludiau Review,” Bs. 2-8. 

Indian IS litai^ Expenditure.— By Mr. Dinsbaw 
Eduiji Waobu. As. 4. 

Recent Indian Finance. — By Mr. Diusba Ednlji 
Waoha. PriooAs. 4. 

Indian Railway Finance. — By Mi. B. E. Waoha. As .4. 

G. A./Natesan & Co„ Sunkoiama Cbetty Street, htodcas, 

JNDIAN NATIONAL EVOLUTION. By Amvica 
Charan Maznmdar. Price Rs. 2, To 'Subscribers ot tbb 
Indian Revieio^ Rs. l-St. 

KING GEORGE’S SPEECHES ON INDIAN 
AFFAIRS Price Re. One. To Subscribers of the 
Indian Rcuiew, As. 12. ’ ^ 

6. A. Natesan & Co., SunkuramaChetty StreDt„Madra&. ‘ 



LORD SINH4 

HIS SPEECHES AND WRITINGS 

With a Biographical Sketch and a Frontispiece. ' 
.Cloth Bound and Indexed. 

Price Rs. 3. To Subscribers of the “Review Rs.2>8>. 

THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS 

FULL TEXT OF THB< FBESIDENTIAL ADDRESSES 
AND THE BESOIiUTlOHS PASSED UP-TO-DATE. 
Second Edition. Cloth Bound, Indexed. 1,526 Pasas- 
PRICE RS. FOUR. To Subscribers of the "I.R." RS. THREE. - 

THE GOVERNANCE OF INDIA 

A HAND-BOOK OF PROGRESSIVE POLITICS 

BY.BABU GOVINDA DAS 

Babu GovindaDas’s book on' the “GbvernanceTof 
Jndia *' offers a constractive scheme of reforms in the 
Indian constitution. The book is full of original and 
fruitful obser^''ations, the result of the author’s con- 
tinuous study and reflection ou the subject for , years. 

Crown 8 vo. .Cloth Bound. 

- Price Rs. 5. To Subscribers 6f'"I.R’' Rs.,Z-8. 

INDIAN NATIONAL EVOLUTION 

A BRIEF SURVEY OF THE ORIGIN AND PRO- 
GRESS OF THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS- 
AND THE GROWTH OF INDIAN NATIONALISM. 

by ' 

HON< AMVIKA CHARAN MAZUMDAR. 

,Second Edition. PHceRs. 3. To Subscribers of ''l.R.,”Rs.Z-8. 
G,A.Natesan,&Co.,Publislierf, George Town, Madras. 




M.K. GANDHI 

AN INDIAN PATRIOT IN SOUTH AFRICA 

BY THE REV. J. DOKE 

WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY LORD AMPTHILL 

A cheap, popular edition of this inspiring book 
’written by a great Christian friend and admirer of 
Mr. Gandhi and his work in South Africa is now for 
the first time published in India in a handy form. 

Price Re. To Subscribers of the “Review ’* As. 12. 



SPEECHES AND WRITINGS ' 

WITH AH INTRODUCTION 

BY MR. C. F. ANDREWS 

WITH A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH AND AN ACCOUNT 
OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN INDIAN STRUGGLE 

BY MR. H. S. L. POLAK. 

^Contains also all his speeches, and messages to 
the Press on the Eowlatt Bills and Satyagraha 

Second Edition, Revised, Enlarged, Up-to-date. 
With numerous portraits, illustrations & cartoons. 
Cloth Bound over 500 pages. Indexed. 

Bs. 3. To Subscribers of " Indian Beview," Rs. 2-8. 

tsr The Animal Subscription to the "BEVIEW" 
is Bs, S. (five). Subscription can commence from any 
month. Any one who wishes to buy books at the 
reduced rates must remit Bs. 5, one year’s subscription 
to the “ Beview " in advance. 


G. A.Natesan &Co., Publishers, George Town, Madras. 



Biographies of Eminent Indians 

A. Series of Uniforoas Booklets cftoh with a Portrait and a 
sncolnct biographical sketch and containing copious extracts 
Irom the speeches and writings of the personages described. 
Tom nutt Uudruddln Tyabjl 


Mrs Sarojini Naidu 
llablndranath Tagore 
Michael Madbusudan Butt 
Badabbal Naoroii 
Sir P M Mehta 
Oinshaw Eduljl Wacba 
Mahadev Govlnd Banadc 
G K Qoktaale 
Dr Hash Behari Ghose 
(.ala Lajpat Rai 
Rari Varma 
K T Telang 

Surendranath Bauerjea 
Komesh Cbunder Dutt 
Ananda Mohan Bose 
W 0 Bonnerjee 
Lai Muhun Ghose 
Kaia Ram “Mohan Bo; 

V P Madhava Cao 

Sir J 0. Bose 

Dr. PS C, Boy 

Sir T. Muthusoml Iyer 

Devendranath Tagore 

Sir S. P. Sliiha 

Prof. D.*K. Karve 

f-aosclap 8 

Saints of 


Sir Syed Ahmed 
Sir Syed Amir All 
Nawab Mohsiu>uI-Mulk 
H H The Agha Khan 
Sir Salar Jung 
'Sir S Subramania Iyer 
Bal Gangadbar Tilak 
M K Gandhi 
Madan Mohan Malaviya 
Babu Kristo Das Pal 
il N Mudholkar 
V Krishnaswami Aiyar 
Denan 0 Kangacbarlu^ 
Rahlmtiilla Mohamed Sayani 
Iswara Chandra Vidyasagar 
Behramji M Malaltari 
Sir C Sankaran Natr 
H H The Gaekwar of Baroda 
R Ragunatha Han, C S J 
Sir N . G. Chandavarkar 
J. M. 3ata 
Sasipada Bancrjl 
V. K. Chiplankar 
Kesavcbandra Sen 
Pratapcbandra Mazumdar 
Price. AS. Four each, 

India Series 


This is a new Series of short sketches dealing with 
the lives of the most eminent saints that have risen in 
India. These lives are ail based on the original 
account and biographies to be found in the several 
Indian languages. Each book also contains a special 
account of the peculiar religious doctrines which each 
saint taught. A unique feature of these sketches 


consists in the numerous and choice quotations from 
the poems and utterances of these saints. Each volume 
has a fine frontispiece. 

dnyaneshwar hammalwar vallabhacharya 

HAMDBV APPAK KANAE 

EKANATH . NANDA GURU GOVIND 

RAMOAS KABIK DAYANANDA 

TIIKARAM . CHAITANYA RAMAKHISHNA 

TULSIDAS ' VIVBKANANDA RAMTIRATH 


-Price. Four Annas each. 


O. A. Natesan & Co;, Publishers, George Town, Madras. 




The “ l;rieniis oi India ' denes 

f hla ia a new Seriea of abort biographical sketches of eminent ' 
men who have laboured for the good of India, which the PnbUahere 
rantnre to think irlll be a welcome addition to the politl^I and 
historical literature of the country, Tbeae biographies are so 
written aa to form’ a gallery of portraits of permanent Int^eat to 
I he student ns well as to the politician. 'Copious extracts from the 
soeeches and writings of the •* Friends of India ” on Indiaii ‘ Affaita 
are given in the sketches. Rach volume bas^a fine frontispiece ■ 


uord Mor/eiy 
L trd Ripoa 
S/r W. Wedderbare 
•trs, *aaleBesaai 
Lard Mlato 
idmand Burke 
tbertes Bradlaugb 
J)hn Bright 


Henry Pawceti - 
Mr, A, O, Hume 
Sir Henry Cotton 
Lord.Macaulay 
Slater NIvedIta 
Rev, Dr, Miller 
Sir Bdtrin Arnold 
Lord Hardinge 


Chs Lbsdrb.:— W ill be a welcome addition to the political and 
blstorlcal literature of the conntry. 


Gsk UaURRH Rbtikw (— Qn the cover of each volume ia printed 
a portrait of the subject of the sketch and the stories are told in a 
lively and interesting manorr with short extracts from notable 
speeches delivered , The series should be welcome to the publlo. 
Foolscap 8vo. Price Annas Four Each. 

INDIAN TALES; AMUSING READING. 

.dEW IRDIAN TALES -TALBS OF MARIADA HAMAB 

CAI.es OF.KAYA a AFFAJl THE SON-IK-LAW ABEOAS 
CALES OF KOMATI WIT ' . TALES OF RAJA BIBBAL 
CALES OF TBNNALI BAUA MAITBEYI : A VEDfC STOUT 
SOLKLORB OF THE TELCOUS tVEhlAIiA 

Price, Annas Four Each. 

If you have not already seen " The Indian 
Review,” send a four-anna postage stamp for a 
free specimen copy to G. A^Natesan & Co., Madras. 
Current issues will not be given as specimen copies. 

G. AaHatesan &JDo., Fublisbers, George Town, Madras. 






